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The third time wasn’t the charm. 

Five suspects are under arrest in connection 
with a string of brazen robberies in Mississauga 
Toronto Peel Police revealed late Wednes- 

ay. 

The charges stem from an investigation into 
several robberies where suspects, armed with 
weapons, demanded money from cashiers and 
stole an assortment of property. 

The first robbery, which occurred last Monday 
(Feb. 3) around 5:55 a.m. in Toronto, saw the 
suspects attempt to rob a bank unsuccessfully 
before fleeing in a white Kia Forte that had ties 
to a previous robbery in Brampton. 

The following afternoon, two suspects entered 
another bank in Mississauga, brandished 
weapons and stole an unknown quantity of cash 
before fleeing in the same vehicle. 

Less than one hour later, the suspects entered 
a retail store elsewhere in the city and bran- 
dished weapons before stealing cash and a va- 
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Peel Police vehicles, as seen in an undated photo. (Peel Police) 


riety of tobacco and vape products. Peel Police’s 
Central Robbery Bureau were able to track and 
locate the suspects soon after, discovering them 
with a loaded weapon and stolen property. The 
were arrested and charged with a litany of of- 
fences, including robbery, firearm and stolen 
io ae charges. 

The robbers ranged in age from 15 - 18, with 


an 18 year-old Brampton man appearing for a | 


bail hearing Saturday after being charged with 
firearm and accessory charges, while a fellow 18 
year-old man will appear in Brampton court in 
March to answer to stolen property charges. A 
16 year-old Mississauga teen, and a 15 and 16 
year-old from Toronto have also been charged 
in the case. The youths cannot be identified 
under the Youth Criminal Justice Act. 

Residents with additional information regard- 
ing the case are asked to call Peel Police’s Cen- 
tral Robbery Bureau at (905) 453-2121 ext. 
3402. 
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Leaders urge caution over coronavirus stigma 


by Alex Gregory and Surjit Singh Flora 


Leaders from all lev- 
els of government 
urged caution regard- 
ing fears and the 
spread of misinfor- 
mation surrounding 
the coronavirus out- 
break in China earlier 
this week. 

Amid public calls 
from local groups in 
Peel and other re- 
gions to exercise re- 
straint when tackling 
the subject of discrim- 
ination in the Chinese 
community in the 
GTA, federal health 
minister Patty Hajdu, 
provincial health min- 
ister Christine Elliot 
and Toronto Mayor 
John Tory held a tri- 
lateral press confer- 
ence to reassure the 
public that all levels of 
government are pre- 
pared to handle an 
outbreak if it occurs. 

“There’s still a lot of 
discrimination out 
there,” said Elliot dur- 
ing the press confer- 
ence, held in 
Toronto’s Chinatown 
neighbourhood. “We 
want to make sure 
that people know it’s 
safe to go out. It’s safe 
to come to your 


favourite restaurants 
(and) it’s safe to go 
shopping.” 

While uncertainty 
continues to loom re- 
garding the fatalities 
related to the coron- 
avirus in China, and 
its impact on the 
world and its resi- 
dents, the ministers 
said that the country 
is doing its part to 
prevent an outbreak 
or an epidemic, which 
means remaining vig- 
ilant regarding moni- 
toring for potential 
cases. 

Currently, more 
than 43,000 cases of 
the coronavirus, 
newly reclassified as 
“COVID-19” by the 
World Health Organi- 
zation, have been offi- 
cially reported, with 
China reporting an 
additional 14,840 new 
cases in Hubei 
Wednesday night. To 
date, the virus has 
killed more than 
1,000 people in main- 
land China. 

So far, seven cases 
of the virus have been 
confirmed in Canada. 

On Wednesday, On- 
tario chief medical of- 


ficer David Williams 
confirmed that the 
province's third case 
of the 2019 novel 
coronavirus , found in 
London on Jan. 31, 
had been resolved. 

“T want to reassure 
everyone that the risk 
from 2019 novel coro- 
navirus to Ontarians 


remains low,” 
Williams said in a 
statement. 


The coronavirus is 
currently affecting 28 
countries and territo- 
ries around the world. 
It surpassed SARS' 
final toll of 774 deaths 
in 2003, and is poised 
to surpass MERS final 
toll of 858 deaths in 
2012. 

With news of the 
outbreak is spreading 
from Hong Kong, Tai- 
wan, and Singapore. 
China's economy ap- 
pears to have been 
put down by this 
virus. Advocates have 
urged caution when 
dealing with disinfor- 
mation and discrimi- 
nation. 

Last month, a num- 
ber of community 
agencies in Peel Re- 
gion and other areas 


throughout the GTA 
signed a joint letter 
calling for an end to 
racial profiling, after 
parents in York Re- 
gion attempted to 
rally the community 
to publicly shame 
families returning 
from China during the 
Lunar New Year. 
“The coronavirus is 
not isolated to people 
of one nationality or 
race,” the statement 
read. “This is a world 
health issue that has 
its most serious im- 
pact in one area of 
China (Wuhan), but it 


has affected people of 
all different races. 
Some cases have been 
found in other parts 
of China and other 
parts of the world. 
East Asian Canadians 
were discriminated 
against during the 
SARS crisis despite 
the fact that the virus 
affected people of all 
races and nationali- 
ties. 

It is vital that we 
learn from the lessons 
of 2003 and apply 
them in how we treat 
each other today. 
Racism has no place 


in our society or in 
our classrooms.” 

Hundreds of scien- 
tists will be convening 
in Geneva over the 
next week to tackle 
the disease and fur- 
ther research it, with 
deliberate discussions 
on the condition and 
global impacts, and 
measures to prevent 
it. 

The United States 
has announced major 
financial assistance to 
China and other af- 
flicted countries in 
the face of the epi- 
demic. 


(L+R) Don Valley North MP Han Dong, provincial health minister Christine El- 
Wehajnister Patty Hajdu and Toronto Mayor John Tory talk 

nference held in Toronto on Feb. 11, 2020. (Submitted - 

City of Toronto) 


Del Duca leads the pack as Liberal 
leadership race heats up 


Three weeks before delegates 
choose the next leader of the 
Ontario Liberal Party in Missis- 
sauga, one candidate has 
emerged as the early favourite, 
according to new information 
released Wednesday. 

Stephen Del Duca, a former 
MP and cabinet minister, has 
secured the support of 1,173 out 
of a total 2,724 delegates in the 
run-up to the party’s leadership 
nomination meeting, which will 
take place on Mar. 7 at the In- 
ternational Centre. 

Former cabinet minister 
Steven Del Duca has emerged 
as the clear front-runner in the 
Ontario Liberal leadership 
race, according to new data re- 
leased by the party. 

The news comes just a few 
days after Del Duca had an- 
nounced that he’d received sup- 
port from all of Brampton’s 
MPs in a unanimous pledge. 

“T have felt the confidence 


Liberals are showing in me and 
it is motivating my team to do 
even more to rebuild. Winning 
in 2022 means winning in 
Brampton,” Del Duca said last 
week. “That’s why Ill continue 
to work with local Liberals on 
the ground to rebuild our 
party.” 

Current Liberal MPP and for- 
mer social services minister 
Michael Coteau follows with se- 
lection by 371 delegates, ac- 
cording to the released data, 
while a candidate Kate 
Graham has received support 
from 273 delegates, and current 
MPP Mitzie Hunter has re- 
ceived 130 delegates. 

The leadership nomination 
meeting will bring more than 
600 uncommitted delegates to 
the convention centre to vote 
for the next leader, who will 
represent the party against 
Doug Ford’s PC Party in 2022. 
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Student stabbed at south 
Mississauga school 


Police cars dotted 
the parking lot at a 
south Mississauga 
school Wednesday 
morning after a stu- 
dent was stabbed. 

The altercation oc- 
curred in Clarkson 
Secondary School, lo- 
cated near the Win- 
ston Churchill 
Boulevard and Royal 
Windsor Drive area, 
Wednesday morning 


around 10:45 a.m. Po- 
lice responded to the 
scene nearly two 
hours later and ar- 
rested one youth, 
while the victim, who 
suffered non-life- 
threatening wounds, 
was taken to hospital 
for treatment. 

In a letter to par- 
ents, Clarkson Sec- 
ondary principal Mary 
Zammit said the 


school will be launch- 
ing an investigation 
into the matter, and 
that the police in- 
volvement had con- 
cluded. 

“(We will ensure) an 
incident like this does 
not happen again,” 
Zammit said in the 
statement. 

The students’ identi- 
ties were not known, 
as of press time. 
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9020... what do we have to look 


forward 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


When you read this col- 
umn, you might understand 
why only I’m writing about 
the new year now. 

Personally, 2019 could not 
have been a worse year for 
me. I lost six members of 
my family last year, all to 
cancer. To top it off, my ten 
year-old border-collie / 
Australian Shepherd also 
passed away from a form of 
blood cancer, not to men- 
tion a 15-year relationship 
also ended right before 
Christmas. 

I didn't reveal this infor- 
mation for anyone to have 
sorrow or pity for me. You 
have to look objectively at 
this. I’m still here! And 
some very good people are 
not. 

Life is a strange thing, and 
it's a strange age to be living 


to? 


in. My health issues should 
have done me in by now, 
but through the good graces 
of tough genes, I'm still here 
and very determined to live 
every day I have on this 
good Earth. 

My personal hopes for 
2020 are to travel and be 
happy, something I wish for 
all of you. Professionally, 
being in the newspaper and 
radio business here in Peel 
has been both exciting and 
fulfilling. 

I have enjoyed over ten 
years in the media business, 
and met and worked with 
many people who all seem 
to care about our communi- 
ties. The word "commu- 
nity" is one thing we all 
need to embrace this year, 
more than ever. 

To that end, we have un- 
veiled our first print edition 
back in over two years, and 
will be looking to further in- 
crease our reach and visibil- 
ity through _ strategic 


partnerships and circula- 
tion as we move into the 
spring. 

Helping others is one 
thing we should never stop 
trying to achieve, not just 
during the holiday season, 
but all year around. You can 
help in the simplest ways, 
by attending community 
events and buying a hot 
dog, playing a game or buy- 
ue a treat to support a 

ool bazaar or enjoying 
one of the many events 
hosted throughout the Re- 
gion. 

We have plenty of large 
community events all run 
by local groups to raise 
funds for the needs of 
smaller communities. 

For example, the Missis- 
sauga Waterfront Festival is 
not just a great event to 
visit, it supplies a weekend 
out for families and kids 
who would not normally be 
able to attend or afford this 
event. We have two great 


multicultural events in Peel 
that take place each and 
every year - Brampton’s 
Carabram and  Missis- 
sauga's Carassauga, the lat- 
ter of which is ringing in its 

35th anniversary. They both 
ae the vast diversity of 
our many different cultures 
here in Peel. 

We are blessed with some 
great venues in the Region. 
Brampton’s Garden Square 
and Chinguacousy Park, the 
Brampton Fairgrounds and 
the Town Hall complex in 
Caledon, Mississauga Cele- 
bration Square and Port 
Credit’s Memorial Park. 

They continue to make the 
Region shine with local 
events and festivals, and 
you can get out with the 
family and take in some of 
the pe events this year in 
Peel. 

Here's to a productive and 
joyous 2020 - and much 
more productivity and fun 
to follow! 


Community mourns mother after fatal stabbing 


The ongoing issue of 
domestic violence in 
Peel came back to the 
forefront this past 
weekend after a young 
mother of two was fa- 
tally stabbed in her 
Mississauga home. 

Police found the vic- 
tim, 25 year-old Brit- 
tney Newman, around 
12:30 p.m. this past 
Sunday in her home in 
the Roadside Way area 
near Ninth Line. 

Newman had multi- 
ple stab wounds and 
expired from her in- 
juries at the scene, Peel 
Police’s Homicide Divi- 
sion reported. 

27 year-old Abdiljibar 
Mahamoud, who was 
formerly in a relation- 
ship with Newman, was 
arrested at the scene of 
the crime and charged 


with — second-degree 
murder. 
Newman, a _ single 


mother of two, was 
championed as a loving 
parent who was looking 
for a new job, said her 
grandmother, Gabriele 


Digital Newspaper Vording-Newman. 


“When tragic mo- 
ments like this occur, 
we can never be pre- 
pared,” Vording-New- 
man said Wednesday, 
referring to Brittney by 
her nickname, ‘Fancy- 
face’. 

“My heart is forever 
shattered and my fam- 
ily will never be the 
same. Brittney’s un- 
timely passing has 
shocked us to our core 


and there’s a cloud her two children in. 


hanging over us. 

To know my Fancy- 
face was to love her, 
and she leaves behind 
too beautiful boys, one 
who is (a) non-verbal 
autistic (five year-old), 
and a three-year old 
who can’t understand 
where mommy went 


and why she’s not @ 


back. 
Newman’s_ children 
were in the house at the 


time of the attack, but 


were not harmed. 
Domestic violence ac- 
counts for an increas- 
ingly-larger amount of 
homicides in Peel, with 
13 out of 31 cases an- 


nounced by Peel Police 
as being a cause. 

Last month, 38 year- 
old Heeral Patel, of 
Toronto, was found 
murdered in a wooded 
area near the Etobi- 
coke/Mississauga bor- 
der. After being 
deemed a_ suspicious 
death, police sought the 


sauga. (Photo Cou 
Gabriele Vordin 


whereabouts of her 36 
year-old ex-husband, 
Rakeshbhai Patel, who 
was subsequently 
found dead in Toronto. 
Police are still investi- 
gating the case. 
Vording-Newman 
has also set up a Go- 
FundMe page to raise 
funds to help offset fu- 


neral costs. For more 
information, visit ca.go- 
fundme.com/f/1w8qft2 
d4o. 

Residents with any 
additional information 
regarding the case are 
asked to call Peel Po- 
lice’s Homicide Divi- 
sion at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3205. 
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Is it too late to fix the school strike “elephant in the room?” 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Doug Ford, could 
you fix it? 

The education 
strike impacting local 
school boards in Peel 
has been causing 
great harm to parents 
and students. 

Four different 
teachers’ unions in 
Ontario are conduct- 
ing ‘work to rule’ 
campaigns and rotat- 
ing strikes in their 
own way, causing 
great harm to people 
and students across 
the province. 

The unions have 
been very vocal about 
the reasons for their 
strike, and are accus- 
ing the Ford govern- 
ment of reducing the 
education _ budget. 


They are saying that 
instead of a cut, the 
government 


has 


raised $1.2 billion in 
education costs this 
year. 

Teachers' unions 
are also projecting a 
modest increase in 
government size in 
the classroom, which 
is causing confusion 
among the people. 

The Ford govern- 
ment has not in- 
creased class sizes in 
elementary schools, 
but rumors are circu- 
lating about it. 

The government 
had set a target of 
making the average 
class size 28 students 
in high schools, but in 
Oct. 2019, Education 
Minister Stephen 
Lecce reduced it to an 
average of 25 stu- 
dents. 

This is perfectly le- 
gitimate, and, in this 
case, it is not fair to 
mislead people into 
making excuses for 
student learning. 

Teachers' unions 
are also opposed to 
some credit courses 


om << The Compass 
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being taken online, 
and the excuse is 
being made that this 
will make it difficult 
for students who are 
comfortable learning 
or suffer from some 
mental or physical 
disability. 

The Ford govern- 
ment has made it 
clear that this type of 
online course will not 
be imposed on 
‘needy’ students. This 
feature is for students 
who can take online 
courses. 

Technology has 
evolved enormously 
over the past 20-25 
years and has im- 
pacted the entire eco- 
nomic system, 
including education. 
There were times 
when people used to 
do many courses 'by 
mail.’ 

Today, the online 
technology is so de- 
veloped that in many 
cases, it even works 
better than the live 
teacher as it does not 


Yor vir @QIFCE 
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have time con- 
straints. 
The student can lis- 


ten/watch the online 
lecture repeatedly on 
a subject as he/she 
wishes, while the 
teacher cannot repeat 
his lectures endlessly 
in the classroom. 

Such courses are 
also crucial at the 
high school level, as 
students going to uni- 
versity have to do a 
lot of work online. 

The development of 
new technology is un- 
stoppable, and edu- 
cation is the leading 
role in implementing 
this development. 
Today's students are 
the only ones who 
have to apply new 
technology in differ- 
ent sectors of the 
economy tomorrow. 
Many also want to be 
founders of technol- 
ogy and science. 

The greed of teach- 
ers' unions has grown 
so much that they 
want to keep every 
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We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 
* Volunteer 

* Host a food drive 

* Follow us on social media 


aspect of public edu- 
cation in their grasp 
so that their jobs are 
secure and payroll 
unemployed. 

A slight increase in 
classroom size in 
high schools will not 
affect the quality of 
education. The gov- 
ernment has prom- 
ised that no teacher 
will be paid if the 
need for teachers de- 
creases, as this will 
only affect the new 
hiring. There are cur- 
rently more than 1, 
025,000 full-time 
teachers in the state. 

The entry-level for 
new teachers is also 
blocked by the retired 
teachers who become 
supply teachers after 
retiring, which makes 
the entry-level of the 
supply teacher closed 
or difficult for the 
new teachers. 

Unionism is not 
ready, to tell the truth 
about it. The current 
school system prefers 
to accept retired 
teachers as supply 
teachers, and_ this 
policy should change. 

The Doug Ford gov- 
ernment has imposed 
a one per cent per 
year cap on wage 
hikes for the public 
sector, as the state 
has a debt of $350 
billion, which pays 
$13 billion annually. 

The scale that ap- 
plies to the public 
sector also applies to 
teachers, but unions 


are demanded to in- 
crease salaries and al- 
lowances by 2 per 
cent, and their stand 
is not justified. The 
Ford Government is 
trying to make good 
use of the people's tax 
so that the economy 
of the state can be 
run smoothly. 

The government 
does not want people 
to be burdened with 
taxes and debt that 
has to be appreciated. 

The average annual 
salary for Ontario 
teachers is more than 
$ 90,000, and the av- 
erage salary for a ten- 
year veteran is 
$98,000. There are 
many other types of 
allowances and 
pleasant vacations. 

Today, 80 per cent 
of the province's edu- 
cation budget is being 
spent on salaries and 
benefits, and with the 
increase in wages, 
this share will con- 
tinue to increase, 
which will reduce the 
funding for repair 
and upgrade _ of 
schools. 

Teachers’ unions 
are pitting 
parents/children and 
educators against 
each other, seemingly 
for the good of their 
chariots. 

It is the govern- 
ment's right and re- 
sponsibility to keep 
the school system 
smart/efficient. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w @ CompassFoodBank 
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Caledon celebrates “year of giving” 


at cheque presentation 
Employees from by local residents, 
the Town of Caledon non-profit organiza- 
were on-hand to tions and the Town 
present acheque for to raise much- 
over $13,000 to needed funds for a 
United Way of variety of services 
Greater Toronto and programs 
(UWGT) Tuesday, as throughout the com- 
part of a “year of giv- munity. 
ing.’ The Town’s cam- 
The cheque presen- paign, which ran 


tation, attended by 
representatives from 
UWGT and_ the 
Town, celebrated 
fundraising efforts 


through last year, 
saw employees host 
themed “dress 
down” days for char- 


ity, deliver meals to 


re ws 


TOWN OF CAL 


United Way of Gr 


eater Toronto 


svn dots, seventy ms 


seniors and support 
hospice _ organiza- 
tions and utilize pay- 
roll deductions to 
raise over $20,000 
last year. 

“’'m_ proud that 
staff understand 
there is a need in the 
community and have 
stepped up through 
payroll contributions 
and fundraising ef- 
forts to make a dif- 
ference”, said Acting 


CAO Carey Herd. 
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Look for your print copy of Peel 
Weekly News in limited locations 
throughout Peel Region, featuring port of local journalism! 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 
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news, lifestyle, sports and business 
coverage! Thank you for your sup- 
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Joint union strike set to impact students as Brampton resident 
province continues talks 


by Alex Gregory 


Teachers will be 
back on the picket 
lines full-force next 
week, as the 
province’s school sys- 
tem will be shut down 
for a joint one-day 
strike to protest edu- 
cation cuts. 

The planned strike, 
helmed by the 

rovince’s four 

argest unions, will 
take place next 
Thursday, Feb. 21, 
and will impact more 
than two million stu- 
dents across the 
province, including 
students in Peel. 

The joint strike is a 
marked step up for 
the unions, including 
the Elementary 
Teachers’ Foundation 
(ETFO), Ontario Sec- 
ondary School Teach- 
ers’ Foundation 
(OSSTF), Association 
des enseignantes et 


des enseignants 
franco-ontariens 
(AEFO) and the On- 
tario English Catholic 
Teachers’ Association 
(OECTA), who were 
present in full force in 
downtown Toronto 
Wednesday, outside 
an event where edu- 
cation minister 
Stephen Lecce was 
speaking 

“It is oe to all four 
Ontario education 
unions and our mem- 
bers that the Ford 
government and Ed- 
ucation Minister 
Lecce care nothing 
about students or ed- 
ucators and every- 
thing about taking 
money out of the 
publicly funded edu- 
cation system,” said 
AEFO president 
Rémi Sabourin 


Wednesday outside 
the event, hosted by 


aly 


Self Storage 


the Canadian Club of 
Toronto. 

Hundreds of pro- 
testors were on-hand 
outside the event, 
where Lecce  ad- 
dressed the ongoing 
issues related to edu- 
cation cuts and its 
impact on students. 

“There’s obviously 
impacts with sea al 
to _extracurriculars 
and other experi- 
ences that undermine 
their learning experi- 
ence,” Lecce told a 
capacity crowd at the 
Royal York Hotel. 
“For the coming days 
and weeks, our aim is 
to redouble our ef- 
forts, but it is to con- 
sider private 
mediation as a means 
to drive the outcome 
that the students, 
parents and teachers 
of this province want, 
which is a voluntary 
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settlement that pro- 
vides __ predictability 
for all the parties in 
this province. 
Rotating __ strikes 
have impacted 
schools in Peel over 
several months, with 
three of the four 
unions leading picket 
lines again this morn- 
ing as part of a rotat- 
ing series of strikes. 
In a_ statement 
made on Feb. 6, the 
Peel District School 
Board said that they 
will be monitoring 
the strike situation 
and providing further 
updates as necessary. 
“We ask for your 
ongoing patience and 
understanding dur- 
ing this legal job ac- 


tion,” the board 
wrote. “Staff remain 
committed to the suc- 


cess and well-being of 
a child(ren)... we 

ope for a swift reso- 
lution to the educa- 
tion challenges we 
are currently facing 
in Ontario.” 

The strikes con- 
ducted by EFTO are 
the most recent series 
of walk-outs, follow- 
ing previous job ac- 
tion by the OSSTF 
and OECTA late last 
year. 


; 


charged with child luring 


A Brampton man 
has been nabbed in 
connection with a 
child luring investiga- 
tion, Peel Police re- 
vealed last week. 

The force’s Internet 
Child Exploitation 
Unit made the an- 
nouncement into an 
investigation that 
began earlier this 
year, with officers im- 
personating the role 
of a child to investi- 
gate a meal suspect 
with the online per- 
sona “Dave Smart”. 

The user in ques- 
tion, 41 year-old Steve 
Patrick Kavanaugh, 
was arrested by offi- 
cers on Feb. 4 and 
charged with multiple 
offenses, including 
distribution of sexu- 
ally explicit material 
to a child, luring a 


child with intent to 
commit interference, 
and luring a child 
with intent to commit 
sexual assault. 
Kavanaugh ap- 
peared in Brampton 
court on Feb. 5 to an- 
swer to the charges. 
He was later released 
with several court-im- 
posed conditions. 
Investigators said in 
a statement that Ka- 
vanagh has travelled 


frequently, —_ within 
Canada and_ the 
United States. 


Residents who had 
contact or have any 
additional informa- 
tion about fever suey 
are asked to call the 
Internet Child Ex- 
ploitation Unit at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3490. 


Steve Patrick Kavanaugh (Photo 


Courtesy of Peel Police) 
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Brampton MP raises 
concerns over health 


emergency 


Brampton South 
MP Sonia Sidhu 
raised her concerns 
about Coronavirus 
and the shortage of 
healthcare services in 
Brampton earlier this 
week, in response to a 
declaration by the city 
over the “healthcare 
emergency” facing 
the hospital system. 

Sidhu asked ques- 
tions to Dr. Eileen de 
Villa, Medical Officer 
of Health at the City 
of Toronto, about the 
current health care 
services situation of 
Brampton during a 
Standing Committee 
on Health meeting 
earlier this week. 

“Brampton has re- 
cently declared a 
healthcare emer- 
gency. Our only hos- 
pital is functioning at 


more than capacity, 
while the risk to 
Canadians from coro- 
navirus remains low, 
is there any plan in a 
place if any outbreak 
happens?” questioned 
Sidhu. 

Responding to the 
questions, Dr. de Villa 


acknowledged the 
problem of the 
healthcare services 


shortage in Bramp- 
ton. 

Speaking _ further, 
she informed that she 
is having important 
conversations with 
city officials and 
healthcare workers in 
this regard. She as- 
sured that Toronto is 
ready to tackle the 
medical emergency if 
there are additional 
cases confirmed. 
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Driver charged with 
impaired driving, 
possession after 
drive-thru snafu 


Another day, an- 
other reckless driver. 

An 18 year-old 
Caledon resident has 
been nabbed after 
drivin impaired 
through a drive-thru 
lane in the 
Charleston Sideroad 
area late last week, 
Caledon OPP re- 
ported. 

The incident hap- 
pened around 8:25 
a.m. last Friday, Feb. 
7, in the Highway 10 
and Charleston area, 
where a witness saw 
the driver “slow-hit- 
ting the curb” in a 
car with a damaged 
bumper. 


Nine, Dine 
& Network 


Details: www.mbot.com 


Police stopped and 
questioned the resi- 
dent, who found to 
be displaying signs of 
impairment. 

Authorities report- 
edly found cocaine in 
the vehicle, and 
charged the driver, 
Ethan Sketchley, of 
Caledon, with one 
charge of possession 
of cocaine and one 


charge impaired 
driving. 
Sketchley was later 


taken to a nearby 
station for drug test- 
ing, and will appear 
in Orangeville court 
on Feb. 27 to answer 
to the charges. 


JUNE 22, 2020 
1PM-9 PM 
LIONHEAD GOLF AND 
COUNTRY CLUB 


Trudeau stung over 
ethics conflict laws 


Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau has 
once again failed to 
comply with ethics 
conflict laws. 

The PM was cited 
earlier this week as 
not having filed a fi- 
nancial disclosure 
statement within 60 
days of the federal 
election to the Ethics 
Commissioner on 
time. 

Every MP has to 
file their financial 
disclosure statement 
within 60 days of the 
details of their elec- 
tion, as noted in the 
Canada Gazette, 
which brought atten- 
tion to the matter 
earlier this week. 

In Trudeau's case, 
the deadline was 
Jan. 13. In October, 
338 MPs (including 
Trudeau) were 
elected and were re- 
quired to fill out the 
relevant disclosure 
statement. 

Ethics Commis- 
sioner Mario Dion 
last updated the sta- 
tus report with re- 
gard to the members 
on Feb. 5, and until 
then Trudeau had 
not submitted the 


statement to the 
Ethics Commis- 
sioner. 


The Prime Minis- 
ter's Office says the 


delay in filing this 
statement was due to 
administrative de- 
faults which are 
being corrected. The 
Compliance Status 
Report on the Ethics 
Commissioner's 
website will now be 
updated again on 
Wednesday. 

While there isn’t a 
penalty associated 
with filing a late 
statement, the mat- 
ter has _ received 
greater interest due 
to past ethics issues 
cited by other MPs in 
past months. 

Trudeau has been 
found to have twice 
allegedly violated the 
Conflict of Interest 
Act. The act was 
breached in 2016 
when Aga Khan, a 
millionaire spiritual 
leader of Israeli 
Muslims, agreed to 
celebrate the _holi- 
days with Trudeau’s 
family on a private 
island in the Ba- 
hamas, and the sec- 
ond time occurred 
during the SNC- 
Lavalin scandal, with 
his own attorney 
general, Jody Wil- 
son, being pressured 
to stop the prosecu- 
tion of the corpora- 
tion. 
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A coyote conundrum in Peel Region 


by Alex Gregory 


“Can you confirm 
that this is a coyote? 
Saw him _ trotting 
around my old Bramp- 
ton neighbourhood this 
morning.” 

Those were the words 
of Jessica Brian, a local 
resident who spotted a 
distant four-legged an- 
imal and posted a 
photo on social media 
to ask for help identify- 
ing the creature. 

The animal Brian saw 
is just one of several 
apparent coyote sight- 
ings throughout Peel 
Region over the last few 
months, with incidents 
in Clarkson and the 
Williams Parkway area 
drawing attention on- 
line for their brazen be- 
haviour in__ local 
neighbourhoods. 

Avideo posted on 
Jan. 12 by Twitter user 
“Joonyah” shows a coy- 
ote trotting through a 
parking lot in the Heart 
Lake and Bovaird area 
late at night. “Heard 
some howling, and saw 


three go by... such 
beautiful creatures,” 
the post read. 

Another note, posted 


by local realtor, showed 
a clear photo of a coy- 
ote trotting past houses 


early in the morning. 
Several coyote sight- 
ings have been re- 
ported so far this year, 
with local councillors 
cautioning residents 
not to go near or feed 
them. 

“Report _ sightings, 
keep cats inside and 
dogs on leashes.. and 
do not feed wildlife,” 
Mississauga councillor 
Karen Ras wrote in a 
community response 
late last year, in re- 
sponse to sightings 
around the Lorne Park 
area. The city’s Animal 
Services division has 
been working with res- 
idents and city staff to 
identify, catch and re- 
lease coyotes in unpop- 
ulated areas, she said in 
November. 

In Brampton, signs 
warning anyone using 
recreational trails that 
coyotes might be in the 
area are posted in key 
locations, including 
parks near the Etobi- 
coke River. 

The issue of coyote 
encroachment into 
Brampton has been a 
long-running issue in 
the city, with council- 
lors pledging action in 
the past to curb inter- 


actions between coy- 
otes and humans. So 
far, there have been no 
reports people being 
bitten or of attacks on 
pets. Residents should 
refrain from interacting 
with or feeding coyotes, 
a Brampton councillor 
said. 

“Feeding the coyotes 
is never a good idea as 
it will lead them closer 
to the homes, make 
them less afraid of hu- 
mans and encourage 
them to stay in the area 
where they know there 
is a food source,” 
Brampton councillor 
Jeff Bowman told Peel 
Weekly News in 2017, 
after a rash of sightings 
throughout the city. 

Coyotes are not 
known for attacking 
humans, but in recent 
years there have been a 
growing number of in- 
cidents in past years 
which the predators 
have bitten people. 

Last year, a woman 
reported being at- 
tacked by a pack ofcoy- 
otes during an incident 
in Etobicoke Creek 
Park. In 2017, several 
incidents were reported 
to Mississauga and 
Brampton of dogs 


being attacked and/or 
killed by coyotes. 

In 2014, at least two 
people reported being 
bitten by coyotes in 
Brampton, prompting 
50 residents to sign a 
petition demanding the 
city take action to get 
rid of the animals. 

In 2009, a 19-year- 
old Toronto woman 
was killed in a coyote 
attack in Cape Breton 
Highlands National 


Park. It is the only 
known fatality § in 
Canada involving coy- 
otes. 

Animal Services rec- 
ommends residents 
never leave children 
unattended in an area 
where coyotes have 
been spotted. 

They also warn pet 
owners their animals 
could be attacked by 
coyotes if left unat- 
tended. 


The city is limited 
somewhat in terms of 
what it can do about 
these animals due to 
Provincial regulations. 

Residents who spot a 
coyote can report the 
sighting by calling Mis- 
sissauga Animal Serv- 
ices at (905) 615-3000, 
Brampton Animal 
Services at (905) 458- 
5800R or the Toronto 
Wildlife Centre hotline 
at (416) 615-3000. 


A coyote is seen walking past a car in a residential neighbourhood in Nov. 2019. 


(Photo Courtesy of DG Realty Inc.) 


Coronavirus creates sloball concern 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Uncertainty contin- 
ues to loom regarding 
the fatalities related 
to the coronavirus in 
China, and its impact 
on the world and its 
residents. 

The coronavirus is 
currently affecting 28 
countries and territo- 
ries around the world. 
It surpassed SARS' 
final toll of 774 deaths 
in 2003, and is poised 
to surpass MERS final 
toll of 858 deaths in 
2012. 

On Jan. 30, 2020, 
the World Health Or- 
ganization (WHO) de- 
clared the 
coronavirus outbreak 
a Global Public 


Health Emergency. 


On Feb. 6, two new 
cases were diagnosed 
in British Columbia, a 
man and a woman in 
their 30s, alongside 
five previous cases 
that bring the total to 
seven affected in 
Canada. But these 
numbers will increase 
with those brought 
home from China, if 
any are infected. 

The coronavirus 
started in Wuhan, 
which produced the 
first 41 confirmed 
cases of 2019. It was 
linked with the Hua- 
nan Seafood Whole- 
sale Market, which 
also sold live animals. 
The earliest reported 
symptoms occurred 


on Dec. 1, 2019, in 
Wuhan, and is now 
spreading to 28 coun- 
tries, 

The coronavirus has 
once brought China to 
the ground level. At 
the same time, the 
world has been wor- 
ried as a result of the 
outbreak and its cure. 

China has built a 
sizable hospital for it 
in a short time. It still 
plans to keep patients 
damaged by the dis- 
ease separately so 
that it does not spread 
to other places. 

Today, China is con- 
sidered the second- 
largest country in the 
world regarding the 
economy, but the 


spreading virus has 
started to make a 
massive difference. 

One of the major 
reasons for this is the 
fact that other coun- 
tries around the world 
have broken ties with 
China. Many other 
countries have with- 
drawn their citizens 
from Wuhan; 
nonetheless, they are 
still being kept sepa- 
rately. 

Now, news of the 
outbreak is spreading 
from Hong Kong, Tai- 
wan, and Singapore. 
China's economy ap- 
pears to have been 
put down by this 
virus. 

China used to im- 
port large quantities 
of crude oil. With the 
outbreak of this fury, 
demand for crude oil 
has dropped by 30 per 
cent, and the impact 
is beginning to be felt 
worldwide. 

In South Korea, 
Hyundai Car, the 
number one major 
carmaker, has closed 
its branches in China 
and discharged 
25,000 employees. 


—o- 


The company has lost 
$50 million in 5 days. 

Similarly, many 
other countries have 
been shutting down 
their projects from 
China. France has 
also decided to close 
its large capacity car 


company there. 
In recent times, 
China's trade with 


countries around the 
world has had an 
enormous impact. 
The rumor market is 
also heating up with 
this virus. 

China has so far an- 
nounced more than 
1,018 deaths, but also 
says it has afflicted 
more than 43,146 
people, of which 6,196 
in extreme condition. 

The global econ- 
omy's swing is also 
natural because China 
accounts for 16.3 per 
cent of global GDP 
today. 

Countries like Aus- 
tralia, Singapore, and 
the US have also an- 
nounced such restric- 
tions on foreign 
nationals. Many 
tourist cruises have 
been blocked, and 


passengers are being 
thoroughly tested. 

Hundreds of scien- 
tists are convening in 
Geneva in the coming 
days to tackle the dis- 
ease and further ban 
it, with deliberate dis- 
cussions on the condi- 
tion, and measures to 
prevent it. The United 
States has announced 
major financial assis- 
tance to China and 
other afflicted coun- 
tries in the face of the 
epidemic. 

The prospect of 
such an outbreak is 
widespread, so coun- 
tries around the world 
need to come together 
to combat it so that it 
does not become par- 
alyzed and pose an- 
other major threat to 
the world. 

Over the centuries, 
viruses have spread to 
Europe and_ other 
continents, with fond 
memories of which 
are still in the pages of 
history. That is why 
this crisis cannot be 
linked to any one 
country, it should bea 
worldwide concern 
today. 
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Detained Canadians a black mark on China’s record 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


More than a year 
later, two Canadian 
citizens have been de- 
tained in China - and 
they are now facing 
trial on charges re- 
lated to national secu- 


rity. 

Michael _ Kovrig’s 
case involves allega- 
tions of "covertly 
gathering state se- 
crets and intelligence 
for foreign forces," 
while Michael Spa- 
vor's case involves al- 
legations of "stealing 
and illegally provid- 
ing state secrets to 
foreign forces." 

The allegations add, 
“Extensive investiga- 
tions have given rea- 
son to believe these 
two Canadians may 
have been spies.” 

Seriously? 

The two Canadians 
are being illegally 
held in China as 
hostages in retaliation 
for Canada detaining 
Huawei CFO Meng 
Wanzhou under a 
mutual Canada-U. S 
extradition treaty. 

The rule of law 
doesn’t appear to 
apply to China’s au- 
thoritarian regime. 

It's obvious that 
China refuses to play 
by the rule of law and 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


deems itself entitled 

to punish innocent 

citizens of other 

countries for political 
ain. 

As such, it would be 
nice if our own gov- 
ernment had the for- 
titude to do 
something. No real 
support for the de- 
tained citizens, no ef- 
fort to resolve the 
Wanzhou extradition 
hearings promptly... 
basically nothing! 

Pity our leadership 
and our courts have 
taken the position 
that our wrongfully 
detained citizens 
aren't a_ priority. It 
seems they're con- 
cerned more for a 
Chinese national’s 
rights than our own 
citizens. 

Now, due to the 
new coronavirus, it 
took several days be- 
fore the 373 Canadi- 
ans who asked for 
assistance in leaving 
Hubei had an answer 
to their plight. 

A flight carrying an- 
other 200 passengers 
left Wuhan’s airport 
Monday, delivering 
the balance of those 
who had called for 
help from the epicen- 
ter of China’s coron- 
avirus outbreak. 

PM Trudeau might 
also want to take a 
chance to request that 
our innocent Canadi- 
ans, Michael Spavor 
and Michael Kovrig, 


held captive by China 
since Dec. 10, 2018, 
be released. We 
might get lucky. 

As Family Day is 
coming up this Mon- 
day, Feb. 17, the re- 
union of these two 
men with their fami- 
lies could be a partic- 
ularly appropriate 
ending to this saga. 

It will not be that 
easy, it will be like 
waking up the 
dragon. But PM 
Trudeau might need 
to take the heat and 
throw the ball in, re- 
questing the release 
of our two Canadians. 

Kovrig is a Cana- 
dian diplomat on 
leave, working for an 
NGO on North Korea 
research. Spavor is a 
Canadian, whose 
business is to get peo- 
ple into North Korea. 
He worked on the 
high-profile visit of 
basketball superstar 
Dennis Rodman to 
the reclusive country. 

China needs to calm 
down and let the legal 
process work its way. 

Canada will allow 
China to follow its 
procedure, while 
Canada will follow its 
own procedure. 

China has been get- 
ting away with a lot 
lately, and it is time 
for the world to do 
something. 

They imprison in- 
nocent Muslims, exe- 
cute so many of their 
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own people each year 
they can't keep track, 
harass other nations 
with their military, 
build islands in inter- 
national waters and 
claim it as part of 
China, and even try to 
steal and occupy 
lands of other na- 
tions... the list of their 
offenses goes on and 
on. 

They are trying to 
bully the world and 
be intimidating, and 
they have been get- 
ting away with it. 

The usage of bats as 
a food source gave us 
SARS, which in 2003 
spread to 26 coun- 
tries, sickening more 


+ += 
. 
Michael Kovrig, as seen in 
an undated photo. (Photo 
Courtesy of Crisis Group) 


than 8,000 people 
and killing 774. 

SARS jumped from 
Chinese bats to civets 
— weasel-like animals 
that are sold in Asian 
food markets — and 
then to humans. Now 
another coronavirus 
has sickened 17,488, 
of which 2,298 are in 
critical condition. 
Deaths: 362. 

This incident, along 
with the very inhu- 
mane treatment of 
Kovrig, will likely 
have long-term rami- 
fications for Canada- 
China relations. 

Canada's arrest of 
Wanzhou was never- 
theless conducted by 


the Canadian side in 
good faith, in accor- 
dance with our laws 
and our extradition 
treaty with the U.S. 

Meanwhile, Ms. 
Meng is free on bail 
and enjoying one of 
her upscale Vancou- 
ver properties. 

Our Canadian citi- 
zens also deserve to 
be with their families. 

On another note, 
I'm not qualified to 
summarize the Chi- 
nese position, but I 
believe this could be 
another step towards 
their seeing Canada 
as a contemptible and 
unworthy partner. 
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oy seeks financial support as pre- 
budget submission spools up 


by Alex Gregory 


Sustainable fund- 
ing is needed to sup- 
port major 
city-building initia- 
tives, Mississauga 
council requested 
last week at their 
regular council meet- 
ing. 

City _ councillors 
voted last Wednes- 
day to pass a resolu- 
tion compelling the 
federal and provin- 
cial government to 
provide reliable 
sources of funding to 
support a number of 
major endeavours 
throughout the city, 
including infrastruc- 
ture funding, climate 
change investments, 
transit funding and 
more. 

“We are a city in 
demand, and our 
growth requires 
long-term, sustain- 
able, and predictable 
funding from our 
federal and provin- 


cial partners to keep 
our high quality of 
life,” Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie said during the 
discussions at City 
Hall last week. A 
combination of aging 
infrastructure, in- 
creased transit capa- 
bilities, supply 
shortages for afford- 
able housing and 
more have combined 
to make the need 
greater than ever for 
predictive, sustained 
funding from the 
other levels of gov- 
ernment, she _ ex- 
plained. 

“Only with their 
ongoing support can 
we realize our full 
potential and make 
sure Mississauga re- 
mains a place where 
people want to live, 
work, raise their 
families and do busi- 
ness for generations 
to come,” she contin- 


ued. 
Among some of the 
initiatives high- 


lighted in last week’s 
meeting were sup- 
port for the city’s wa- 
terfront and 
consistent funding to 
support upcoming 
transit projects, in- 
cluding the Dundas 
Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) project and 
the Hurontario Light 
Rail Transit (LRT) 
line. 

The city is also fo- 
cused on _ building 
initiatives to position 
themselves for future 
development _ proj- 
ects associated with 
road _ rehabilitation, 
asset management, 
cycling and parks , 
said Crombie, which 
require long-term 
support from the 
federal and provin- 
cial governments to 
build and maintain. 
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Malton park lands $150,000 donation 


from “superfan” 


A park undergoing redevelopment 
has received a massive financial 
boost from a local superfan. 

Local autodealer and long-time 
Toronto Raptors fan Nav Bhatia an- 
nounced Wednesday that his “Su- 
perfan Foundation” will be donating 
$150,000 towards the redevelop- 
ment of four new basketball courts 
and programming at Malton’s Paul 
Coffey Park. 

The funding will support a host of 
upgrades and additions to the site, 
including an umbrella seating area, 
three full-courts and a regulation- 
sized court, eight new basketball 
hoops and a decorative fence wrap, 
among other plans. 

The courts are undergoing a trans- 
formation that will greatly benefit 
the local area and contribute to the 
development of positive activities 
for youths in Malton, said Ward 5 


Councillor Carolyn Parrish Wednes- 
day. 

“The new basketball courts, sports 
fields and amenities will create a 


UPERFANINAVIBHATIAY 


fresh vibrancy... (Bhatia’s) ongoing 
support will help provide a positive 
outlet for children in the neighbor- 
hood. The new basketball courts will 
give youth in the area access to a 
safe space to learn, play and thrive 
while having fun.” 

In addition to the basketball 
courts, the Foundation has commit- 
ted to provide on-going program- 
ming for the courts through its 
annual Superfan Summer Tourna- 
ments and other Nav Bhatia Super- 
fan Foundation events. 

Further upgrades during the first 
phase of the park’s development will 
include a relocated tennis court, 
cricket pitch upgrades and the addi- 
tion of a dog jeans zone, said 
the city’s director of parks and 
forestry, Jodi Robillos. 

The first phase of construction will 
begin later this spring. 


(Photo Courtesy of City of Missis- 
sauga) 
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FEB 14TH, 2020 - 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
VIC JOHNSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
335 CHURCH STREET, MISSISSAUGA, ON 
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PEEL UNITED CULTURAL PARTNERS 
19™ Annual Black History Month Concert 


!'CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY!! 


Believe 


Saturday February 15, 2020 
3:00pm-8:30pm 
Century Gardens Recreation Centre 


340 Vodden Street E, Brampton, ON 


Admission: $10.00 - 2 & under Free 


HERITAGE SINGERS CANADA 
$15.00 at the door 


. & 264 
Featuring performances by: The Heritage Singers f 
Liberty Silver, Nicole Chambers 
Drumming, Spoken Word, and more 
Emcee: Luther Brown, Retired Principal & EduConsultant 


Guest Speaker: Dr. Carl James, Professor — York University 


For tickets: Patricia - 905-789-1551 / 416 577-7787 
Lucinda - 905-796-1916 / 905-459-1942 
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Mississauga electronics maker boosts eco strategy for fleet 


by Alex Gregory 


A French electronics 
maker with a sizable 
presence in Missis- 
sauga announced ear- 
lier this week that it will 
be fast-track a shift of 
its fleet to electric mo- 


bility. 

Schneider Electric, 
the French-owned 
multinational that 
makes and sells sen- 
sors, switches and 
thousands of other 


power-management 
products for homes and 
industry, said in a 
statement Monday that 
it will work towards re- 
place 14,000 of its 
company cars with 
electric vehicles by 
2030, in a bid to 
achieve carbon neutral- 
ity. 

The company, which 
operates its Canadian 
headquarters out of a 
building on McLaugh- 
lin Road, said that it 
will be joining the 
EV100 initiative, which 
challenges businesses 
to achieve a 100 per 
cent carbon neutral 
footprint, and will look 
to replace its entire car 
fleet with EV-efficient 
variants within the 


decade. Schneider’s an- 
nouncement was made 
on the same day that 
The Climate Group re- 
leased a report showing 
that demand for elec- 
tric vehicles is on the 
rise, and that organiza- 
tions are progressing 
fast towards their goals 
where models are avail- 
able. 

The report states that 
global CO2 emissions 
need to be cut by 45 per 
cent by 2030 to limit 
climate change to 1.5°C 
globally. 

Schneider said Mon- 
day that along with 
working to convert its 
cars to fully-electric 
variants, it will also in- 
stall EV charging infra- 
structure in its major 
offices and factories by 
2030. 

"We committed to 
net zero operational 
carbon emissions by 
2030... joining the 
EV100 initiative is a 
key step to deliver this 
ambition,” said Schnei- 
der Electric vice-presi- 
dent of global strategy 
Leonid Mukhamedov. 

“Such a transforma- 
tion allows us to em- 


bark thousands of our 
employees, customers, 
start-ups, together into 
a variety of innova- 
tions. We believe elec- 
tricity is the future of 
mobility and we want 
to demonstrate that a 
rapid scale-up of EVs 
can be reached in ten 
years.” 

The announcement is 
intended to build off 
the back of a climate 
strategy the company 
introduced last year, 


with the objective to 
achieve carbon neutral- 
ity in its own ecosystem 
by 2025 and net-zero 
emissions by 2030 

The company has 
also committed to two 
other initiatives — 
EP1i00 and REi00 - 
which seek to double 
the company’s energy 
productivity and use 
100 per cent renewable 
energy by 2030, re- 
spectively. 

Global 


companies 


have an important role 
to play in accelerating 
the energy transition, 
said Climate Group 
CEO Helen Clarkson. 
“By joining EP100 
and RE100 and putting 
smart energy use at the 
heart of its business 
strategy, | Schneider 
Electric is already lead- 
ing by example... mak- 
ing them one _ of 
hopefully many more 
companies to make all 
three commitments, 


demonstrating that 
cleaner, smarter energy 
and transport go hand 
in hand.” 

Schneider Electric is 
based in France and 
has 144,000 employees 
in 100 _ countries 
around the world sell- 
ing hardware, software 
and services to manage 
power systems. 


- With PWN Files 


Schneider Electronic’s Canadian headquarters, located 
in Mississauga. (PWN File Photo) 


Local drugmaker collaborating to research virus vaccine 


A Mississauga = 
based drugmaker an- 
nounced a new collab- 
oration with a 
public-private coali- 
tion earlier this week, 
with a shared goal of 
creating a vaccine to 
stop the 2019-nCoV 
virus (coronavirus). 

GlaxoSmithKline 
(GSK), headquartered 
near the northern 
edge of Mississauga, 
and CEPI (the Coali- 
tion for Epidemic Pre- 
paredness 
Innovations) said on 
Monday that their 


new collaboration will 
see GSK make its es- 
tablished pandemic 
vaccine adjuvant plat- 
form technology 
available to enhance 
the development of an 
effective vaccine 
against 2019-nCoV. 

The local drug- 
maker said that it will 
spearhead develop- 
ment on a vaccine 
using different adju- 
vant systems. 

An adjuvant is 
added to some vac- 
cines to enhance the 
immune _ response, 


- 


thereby creating a 
stronger and longer 


lasting immunity 
against _ infections 
than the vaccine 
alone. 


The use of an adju- 
vant is of particular 
importance in a pan- 
demic situation since 
it can reduce the 
amount of antigen re- 
quired per dose, al- 
lowing more vaccine 
doses to be produced 
and made available to 
more people, said a 
key official associated 
with the project. 


oo 
—— 
—. 


"Gaining access to 
GSK's world-leading 
adjuvant technology 
is a huge step forward 
in developing a vac- 
cine against he novel 
coronavirus,” said 
CEPI CEO Richard 
Hatch. “Coupling 
GSK's adjuvant sys- 
tems with the pio- 
neering platform 
technology we are 
funding has the po- 
tential to make more 
vaccine available 
more rapidly — by de- 
creasing the dose of 
vaccine antigen re- 


quired to protect each 
individual. This ‘anti- 
gen-sparing’ effect 
makes a given supply 
of vaccine go farther, 
increasing the num- 
ber of people who can 
benefit." 

CEPI will coordi- 
nate engagements be- 
tween GSK — and 
entities funded by 
CEPI who are inter- 
ested in testing their 
vaccine platform with 
GSK's adjuvant tech- 
nology to develop ef- 
fective vaccines 
against the coron- 
avirus, which has al- 
ready impacted tens 
of thousands of citi- 
zens throughout 
China and in isolated 
cases in other coun- 
tries. 

"We believe we can 
help to contribute to 
the fight against 
2019-nCOV with one 
of our advanced vac- 
cine adjuvant sys- 
tems,” said GSK’s 
chief medical officer, 
Thomas Breuer, on 
Monday. “Our adju- 
vant technology has 


previously been used 
successfully in the 
pandemic flu setting. 
It enables using only 
small quantities of the 
vaccine antigen which 
allows the production 
of more doses of the 
vaccine — a crucial ad- 
vantage in a _ pan- 
demic." 

The first agreement 
to formalize this 
arrangement has 
been signed between 
GSK and the Univer- 
sity of Queensland, 
Australia, which en- 
tered a _ partnering 
agreement with CEPI 
in Jan. 2019 to de- 
velop a "molecular 
clamp" vaccine plat- 
form, intended to en- 
able targeted and 
rapid vaccine produc- 
tion against multiple 
viral pathogens. 

CEPI has extended 
this funding to work 
on a 2019-nCoV virus 
vaccine candidate, 
and access to the GSK 
adjuvant technology 
will now support this 
early stage research. 


PDN February 13, 2020_Layout 1 2/13/2020 1:01 AM Page 16 


—e- 


Feb. 13, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | BUSINESS 16 


Municipalities win big in annual employer list 


by Alex Gregory 


Peel’s municipali- 
ties have picked up 
major accolades for 
their hiring policies, 
according to a recent 
list released by a 
major business pub- 
lication. 

Forbes recently re- 
leased their annual 
list of Canada’s Best 
Employers - and 
Brampton and Mis- 
sissauga employers 
are on the list in 
droves. 

The rankings, 
which note the 300 
top companies and 
corporations across 
the country that em- 
ploy the most work- 
ers, put businesses in 
both Peel municipal- 
ities on the list. 

22 companies in 
Mississauga made 
the cut, with the City 
of Mississauga clock- 
ing in at #157, while 
the City of Brampton 
saw its position rise 
on the list, moving 
up to #48 this year 
versus a #66 ranking 
in 20109. 


The list was com- 
piled with responses 
from approximately 
8,000 residents 
across the country 
who worked for busi- 
nesses that have at 
least 500 employees. 

This year, Forbes 
partnered with mar- 
ket research firm 
Statista to conduct 
the survey, asking re- 
spondents to anony- 


mously rate how 
likely they'd be to 
recommend _ their 


employer to others 
on a 1-10 scale. 
Respondents were 
also asked to nomi- 
nate organizations 
other than their own. 
For Mississauga, a 
diverse and forward- 
thinking strategy led 
the city to be recog- 
nized for its hiring 
policy, said Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 
“There is a reason 
why people want to 
work for the City of 
Mississauga,” Crom- 
bie said last week. 
“We take pride in 


creating a positive 
work culture that 
helps attract and re- 
tain top talent — few 
cities can match our 
potential.” 

The city currently 
hosts an approxi- 
mate 98,000 busi- 
nesses, with 75-plus 
head and regional 
head offices making 


we 


their home within 
the city limits. 

For the City of 
Brampton, which has 
received accolades 
for its vision strat- 
egy, hiring policies 
and quickly-growing 
population, the 
recognition high- 
lights the work the 
city does building the 


community, said 
representatives. 
“We're _ building 
change in Brampton, 
as one of the 
youngest, fastest 
growing, most di- 
verse cities in the 
country,” said 
Brampton’s chief ad- 
ministrative officer, 
David Barrick. 


“We're aiming high 
and thinking big, to 
position Brampton 
aS an emergent 
global city of the fu- 
ture.” 

The full list can be 
read by _ visiting 
forbes.com/canada- 
best-employers. 


Improving Road Safety Across Dufferin-Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Road safety in our 
community is a key 
priority that I hear 
across our communi- 
ties. 

Ontario has an im- 
portant role to play in 
keeping streets safe, 
with processes like 
the establishment of 
Community Safety 
Zones on provincial 
roads and highways. 

This designation, 
when approved, 
would augment exist- 
ing speed limits and 
would double the 
fines for speeding, 


racing and_ stunt 
driving, and careless 
driving in the pre- 
scribed area. 

Our government 
has been working 
hard to better con- 
nect people to places, 
while keeping roads 
and communities 
safe. In that time, our 
record speaks for it- 
self. 

We have worked 
diligently to protect 
all those who use our 
roads, including new 
drivers and children 
on their way to 


hi A reckless driveris arrested,by Caledon OPP * 


near Highway 50 on Feb. 6, 2020. (Photo 
Courtesy of Caledon OPP)... _- 
4 —_ 


school. We have also 
taken action to ad- 
dress dangerous 
driving, including 
impaired and dis- 
tracted driving. 

In 2010, the Legis- 
lature passed the 
Getting Ontario 
Moving Act, a land- 
mark piece of legisla- 
tion to ensure our 
roads are among the 
safest in North 
America. 

Introduced through 
the legislation were 
two new offences for 
any driving instruc- 


tor that violates zero 
blood-alcohol con- 
centration and zero- 
drug presence 
requirements. 

This change makes 
learning to drive 
safer and reaffirms to 
new drivers that it is 
never safe to drive 
under the influence. 

Also included in the 
Getting Ontario 
Moving Act was a 
number of changes to 
keep all road users 
safe. For example, 
the legislation im- 
proves traffic flow 
and strengthens road 
safety on our high- 
ways by introducing 
tougher penalties for 
driving slowly in the 
left-hand lane. 

It also gives munic- 
ipalities the tools 
they need to target 
drivers who blow by 
school buses by al- 
lowing evidence from 
school bus stop-arm 
cameras to be used in 
court without the re- 
quirement of an ad- 
ditional witness. 

Last October, the 
federal government 
legalized and regu- 


lated cannabis. As a 


provincial govern- 
ment, our priorities 
throughout the 


cannabis legalization 
po have been to 
eep roads safe and 
protect youth. 
To that end, we 
have put strict laws 
in place to combat 


cannabisimpaired 
driving. 
This includes a 


zero-tolerance 
cannabis-impaired 
driving policy for 
young and _ novice 
drivers to match ex- 
isting laws for alco- 
hol-impaired driving. 

Drivers who _ test 
positive on a drug 
impairment recogni- 
tion evaluator can 
face licence suspen- 
sions and vehicle im- 
poundments, as well 
as monetary penal- 
ties and licence rein- 
statement fees. 

The Ministry of the 
Solicitor General has 
also supported the 
enforcement of im- 
paired driving laws 
through a $2.4 mil- 
lion Reduce Im- 
paired Driving 


Everywhere (RIDE) 
grant to augment the 
RIDE check _pro- 
grams and education 
campaigns for 172 
police services across 
Ontario. 

Additionally, we 
have increased the 
penalties for dis- 
tracted and careless 
driving. 

First-time offend- 
ers face up to $1,000 
in fines and three de- 
merit points, while 
repeat offenders can 
face a $3,000 fine 
and six demerit 
points. 

For the sake of 
yourself and all those 
around you, it is vital 
for drivers to focus 
on the road — not on 
distractions such as 
your phone. 

To learn more 
about how our gov- 
ernment is working 
to connect people to 
places and keep our 
roads safe, visit my 
website at  sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or con- 
tact my office at 
1-800-265-1603. 
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Ottawa summit brings Mayors together for big ideas 


Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombieand 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown joined 
representatives from 
some of Canada’s 
biggest cities at the 
Federation of Cana- 
dian Municipalities’ 
(FCM) Big Cities 
Mayors’ Caucus 
(BCMC) this week in 
Ottawa to discuss 
municipal priorities. 

The Caucus is a 

reat opportunity for 
eaders of Canada’s 
large, urban cities to 


wT 


discuss the collective 
challenges we face 
and advocate for 
funding to the fed- 
eral government on 
key priorities includ- 
ing transit, climate 
change, affordable 
housing and more, 
Crombie said last 
week. 

“We deeply value 
our relationship with 
the federal govern- 
ment,” explained 
Crombie. “This 
forum provides a 
unique opportunity 


| 


. 


for us to sit down 
with Ministers to ad- 
vance the agenda of 
big cities like Missis- 
sauga, who help 
grow Canada’s econ- 
omy, create jobs and 
drive prosperity.” 


The Caucus 
brought together 
representatives from 
22 of Canada’s 


biggest cities, offer- 
ing a forum for pol- 
icy development on a 
range of issues af- 
fecting the country’s 
largest munic 


aati ai | il 


| 


ipali- 


ties. The BCMC’s 
winter meeting is 
timed to influence 
the federal budget 
cycle. Mayors at the 
event attended ses- 
sions on key topics to 
help build better 
lives for Canadians 
including transit, cli- 
mate change, afford- 
able housing and 
more. 

Mississauga City 
Council, through a 
resolution, is also 
seeking sustainable 
funding from the 


oy 


federal and provin- 
cial governments to 
help alleviate pres- 
sures associated with 
city-building initia- 
tives and other prior- 
ities. 

Consistent funding 
to support transit 
ae continues to 

e a priority to pro- 
mote future growth 
across the city to 
help residents and 
visitors move safer, 
faster and more effi- 
ciently to their desti- 
nation. 


Part of the meeting 
included the Urban 


Project Forum, 
where Mayors across 
Canada __ discussed 


what tools and ap- 
proaches are needed 
to build safe and sus- 
tainable transporta- 
tion networks that 
improve ridership, 
get people out of 
their cars and en- 
hance road safety. 


(Photos Courtesy 
of FCM/City of Mis- 
sissauga) 


Local organizer profiled \jow initiative offers Caledon businesses 


in major magazine 


Panoram Italia Mag- 
azine recently pub- 
lished an article on 
Tina Cole, a long-time 
presence in the music 
industry, and a strong 
contributor to the vi- 
brancy of the Italian 
community. 

The Panoram Italia 
article discusses her 
son's initial success as 
a musician, and how 
that success suddenly 
turned in an unex- 

ected direction when 

e was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin's Lym- 
phoma. 

"It was a really tough 
time," said Cole in the 
magazine. "Not only 
was it a health crisis 
for our family, but also 
a financial crisis." 

For her then 26 
year-old son, it was 
also an_ emotional 
time, dealing with his 
life, his future and his 
dream that was ripped 
from under his feet. 

During these imes, 
Cole conceptualized 
and co-produced the 
annual Mississauga 
ITALFEST, which had 
its inaugural year at 
the same time. It has 


since become an an- 
nual event celebratin 

Italian Heritage an 

Culture in this great 
country. It is held 
every year in August, 
at the state-of-the-art 
space Celebration 
Square which is lo- 
cated in Mississauga. 

For Cole, being Ital- 
ian is more than her 
cultural background, 
it is her DNA. Her Ital- 
ian roots played a big 
part in the strength 
that she needed to 
muster to see her 
through some _ very 
dark periods of time. 
She lives her life with 
a constant apprecia- 
tion and pride in being 
Italo-Canadian. 

She is also a manag- 
ing director in Global 
Music Entertainment, 
an artist development 
facility in Mississauga, 
Ontario. Global Music 
Entertainment helps 
bol eos artists 
achieve "musical ex- 
cellence" and _ gives 
them the knowledge 
necessary to hel 
them reach new levels 
of success, said Cole. 


an easy way to cut food waste 


A local initiative - 
with a country-wide 
focus - is making it 
easier for businesses 
in and around the 
Caledon area to cut 
food waste. 

Lucrezia Chiappetta 
of ecoCaledon  re- 
cently shared details 
of the FoodRescue 
program for business, 
which seeks to reduce 
food waste and repur- 
pose food that would 
otherwise be thrown 
out. 


The Town of Cale- 
don recently declared 
a climate emergency, 
and with long-term 
trends predicting a 
greater likelihood of 
extreme weather 
events in Caledon, 
there is no denying 
that climate change is 
upon us. 

We all want to do 
our part to reduce 
our personal carbon 
footprint and help the 
planet heal. Enter a 


group of determined 
volunteers who call 
themselves Gratitude 
for Food. 

Gratitude for Food 
is a committee of eco- 
Caledon, a longstand- 
ing volunteer 
organization in Cale- 
don. 

Their mission is to 
raise awareness 
among individuals 
and businesses that 
reducing food waste 
can make a huge dif- 
ference in the climate 
change battle. 

Did you know that 
in Canada more than 
half — some 58 per 
cent-- of all the food 
produced is lost or 
wasted each year? 

This loss occurs 
through over-produc- 
tion, product dam- 
age, imperfect 
best-before labelling 
and wastefulness in 
home kitchens. 

At the same time, 
we have a food secu- 
rity issue. Many peo- 
ple in our community 
cannot afford healthy 


food and have to rely 
on food banks. 

Food waste that 
goes to the landfill 
will release methane 
over time, a green- 
house gas that is a 
heavy contributor to 
global warming. 

Enter the efforts of 
FoodRescue.ca, a free 
online food donation 
platform started by 
Toronto-based _ Sec- 
ond Harvest. 

FoodRescue.ca con- 
nects any type of food 
business with surplus 
food (or food ap- 
proaching best before 
dates) with local non- 
profit organizations 
that want to receive 
and make use of that 
food. 

Upon creating a 
free account on the 
FoodRescue.ca web- 
site, the business, be it 
a restaurant, grocery 
store or any food re- 
tailer, can post its 
surplus food for do- 
nation. 

When it has a sur- 
plus, the food notifies 


FoodRescue and in 
turn a_ notification 
goes out to non-prof- 
its who need the food. 

The recipient or- 
ganization then 
claims or “rescues” 
the food by picking it 
up at the designated 
time. 

The food can then 
be transported and 
stored using appro- 
priate food handling 
procedures until it is 
used by the recipient 
organization in one of 
its programs. 

Donors have access 
to detailed metrics 
highlighting the num- 
ber of meals they 
have donated, the 
monetary value of the 
food and the amount 
of greenhouse gases 
that have been di- 
verted through the 
donation. 

Contact foodres- 
cue.ca if you are in- 
terested in reducing 
food waste by donat- 
ing your surplus food 
to others who need it. 
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Leats legend celebrates Hockey Day in Canada 


by Alex Gregory 


It’s Darryl Sittler’s 
world. We're just liv- 
ing in it. 

Forty-three years 
after scoring a ten- 
point game against 
the Montreal Cana- 
diens on Feb. 7, 
1976, the Maple 
Leafs legend’s ac- 
complishment is still 
fondly remembered 
by legions of fans 
who watched the 
game live and were 
inspired by it. 

“People watched 
you and felt like they 
knew you. It’s nice to 
feel the emotion and 
excitement they 
feel,” said _ Sittler, 
who was on-hand 
this past weekend at 
the Revera Beech- 
wood __ Retirement 
Residence in Missis- 
sauga with a few 
friends, including 
Leafs mascot Carl- 
ton the Bear and for- 
mer Mayor Hazel 
McCallion, to cele- 
brate the twentieth 
anniversary of Sco- 
tiabank’s Hockey 
Day in Canada with 
residents. 

Sittler, who called 
Mississauga home 
from 1970-1982, was 


a former player who 
has long been recog- 
nized as one of the 
game’s__ milestone 
talents, having 
carved out 484 goals 
and 1,121 through- 
out his career. 

For Sittler, who 
has continued to 
support charitable 
initiatives through- 


out the country 
through the NHL 
Alumni — program 


and other activities, 
told Peel Weekly 
News last week that 
Hockey Da in 
Canada, which cele- 
brates the national 
sport, has continued 
to influence players 
of all ages. 

“Tt’s cool for so 
many Canadians... 
there’s a lot of great 
memories for them,” 
said Sittler. The 
game has inspired 
children to follow 
their dreams and 
play in various 
hockey leagues, 
which has supported 
community _ spirit 
and lifelong friend- 
ships. 

Sittler noted that 
local hockey leagues 
have played a large 


role of the sport over 
the years. “They’re 
the backbone to 
making it happen... 
they give kids of all 
ages the opportunity 
to make it happen.” 

Another athlete 
who “made it hap- 
pen” was Terry Fox, 
the architect of the 
charitable run that 
bore his name, cre- 
ated as he battled 
cancer. 

The run, which cel- 
ebrates its 40th an- 
niversary this year, 
included a stopover 
in Toronto in July 
1980. Sittler, who 
referred to Fox as 
his idol, was on- 
hand as the runner 
traveled down Uni- 
versity Avenue and 
to the steps of City 
Hall, where Sittler 
presented him with 
his 1980 NHL AII- 
Star jersey and fa- 
mously declared him 
a “superstar”. 

“T feel proud for 
the opportunity to 
know him and cele- 
brate his life,” Sittler 
explained. 

The work of the 
NHL alumni mem- 
bers, including fel- 


low luminaries such 
as Paul Henderson, 


Rick Vaive and 
many other past 
players, have also 
helped spur the pop- 
ularity of local 
sports over the 
years, and events 


such as Saturday‘s 
celebration continue 
to mean a lot to Sit- 
tler. 

“Knowing what the 
Leafs mean to fans 
across Canada is a 
real treat,”said Sit- 
tler, who explained 
that he’s always 
tried to live his life 


in a responsible and 
meaningful way. 

To that end, Sittler 
will be recognized 
for his contributions 
to the city this week- 
end as he is inducted 
in the Legends Row 
Walk of Fame at the 
Mississauga Civic 
Centre, alongside 
gymnast Susan Har- 
ris and_ posthu- 
mously for rower 
and_ photographer 
Fred Loek. 


Sittler is no 


stranger to being ho- 
noured with a “leg- 
endary” designation, 


Toronto Maple Leafs 
legend Darryl Sittler 
speaks to a resident at 


the Revera Beechwood 


residence during the 
Hockey Day in Canada 
celebration on Feb. 7, 
2020. (Submitted) 


however. In 2014, he 
was one of the origi- 
nal inductees to the 
Leafs’ Legends Row 
gallery, alongside 
fellow legends 
Johnny Bower, 
Borje Salming and 
Ted Kennedy. 
Sittler will be in- 
troduced at Satur- 
day’s induction 
ceremony by fellow 
Leafs player and 
Summit Series 1972 
legend Paul Hender- 
son. The ceremony 
kicks off at 2 p.m. 


Mississauga tapped for new climate/sports push 


Anew sports initia- 
tive with ties to pro- 
moting awareness of 
climate change now has 
a local benefactor. 

Mississauga will be 
the first municipality to 
participate in the 
GLOBE Series’ Climate 
and Sports Initiative, 
which uses sports as a 
platform to _ build 
awareness of factors in- 


fluencing climate 
change. 
The new partnership, 


announced by the city 
on Tuesday, was for- 
mally unveiled at the 
GLOBE 2020 Forum in 
Vancouver, where Mis- 
sissauga Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie made the an- 
nouncement. The new 
partnership is intended 
to boost the city’s pro- 
motion of local pro- 
grams, initiatives and 
educational works 
highlighting the global 


issue. 

“Climate change is 
real, and its effects are 
being felt in cities 
across the country,” 
said Crombie, speaking 
to key partners and dig- 
nitaries at the event. 

“Unpredictable 
weather and air pollu- 
tion are impacting the 
conditions of our sport- 
ing fields and the per- 
formance of our 
athletes.. we know that 
sport has the unique 
ability to bring people 
together and _ unite 
them under a common 
cause. 

Participating in this 
initiative reinforces our 
City's commitment to 
combating climate 
change while empow- 
ering our residents to 
be part of the solution." 

The initiative will 
kick off later this sum- 
mer with a focus on 


outdoor hockey pro- 
grams, using support 
from Canadian 
Olympians and other 
athletes, both local and 
national, to highlight 
the impact of changing 
weather and what resi- 
dents can do to fight 
climate change. 

“We're excited about 
participating in the Cli- 
mate and Sport Initia- 
tive which reinforces 
the City’s commitment 
of mitigating and 
adapting to the effects 
of climate change,” said 
the city’s parks and 
forestry director, Jodi 
Robillos. 

“Participating in the 
Climate and Sports Ini- 
tiative aligns with one 
of the City’s Climate 
Change Action Plan’s 
key action pathway — 
engagement and part- 
nerships. We're fo- 
cused on new and 


innovative initiatives 
and programs that will 
resonate with our resi- 
dents as well as local 
businesses. We’re com- 
mitted to increasing 
community education, 


awareness and engage- 
ment while providing 
opportunities that can 
show the impacts of cli- 
mate change through 
different lenses, sports 
being one of them.” 


More information 
about the initiative is 
available online at 
globeseries.com/blog/e 
vents/save-pond- 
hockey/. 


= 


Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie speaks at the 
GLOBE 2020 Forum in Vancouver, B.C. on Feb. 11, 
2020. (Submitted). 


The Mississauga 
Steelheads Ube 
up their weekend 
with a road game 
against the Kingston 
Frontenacs on Sun- 
day afternoon. Kai 
Edmonds got the 
start in goal for the 
Fish, while Richard 
Whittaker remained 
out of the lineup with 
an injury. 

With a Sudbury 
Wolves win over the 
Barrie Colts on Sat- 
urday evening, the 
Wolves pulled three 
points ahead of the 
Steelheads for first 
place in the Central 
Division, so the 
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Steelheads would 
need a win on Sun- 
day afternoon to 
keep pace in the 
standings. 

James Hardie 
opened the scoring 
with his 30th goal of 
the season for the 
Steelheads, as Nic 
Canade made a nice 
pass to find him 
open in front of the 
net. Cole Schwindt 
received a secondary 
assist on the play, 
which extended his 
point streak to ten 
games. That would 
be the only goal 
scored in the first pe- 
riod, as the Steel- 


heads headed to the 
first intermission 
with a 1-0 lead. Mis- 
sissauga’s penalty 
kill was perfect in the 
first killing off two 
penalties. 

Early in the second 
period, it was the 
Steelheads fourth 
line who was making 
things happen, put- 
ting the pressure on 
Kingston in the of- 
fensive zone. Luca 
DelBelBelluz forced 
a Kingston turnover 
at the blue line, and 


Thomas Harley 
found Michael 
Stubbs with a feed in 


front of the net who 
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Steelheads Bring The Battle to Kingston 


wired a shot top shelf 
on Christian Propp. 

No less than a 
minute later, Calvin 
Martins speed was 
too much for the 
Kingston defence to 
handle as he burst in 
the offensive zone 
and put a low shot on 
goal. Aidan Prueter 
picked up the re- 
bound and tucked it 
home to make it 3-0 
Steelheads midway 
through the second. 

With the  Steel- 
heads on the power- 
play, Prueter scored 
his second goal of the 
game picking up the 
rebound on a shot 
from Ty Collins to 
make it a four-goal 
lead. Kingston an- 
swered back, as a 
turnover at the blue- 
line led to a 3-on-1 
the other way with 
Shane Wright finish- 
ing it off, to make the 
score 4-1. 

The — Frontenacs 
continued to apply 
the pressure, as a 
quick release off the 
stick of Dawson 
Baker beat Edmonds 
to cut the Steelheads 
lead to two. The 
Steelheads took their 
lead into the third 
period, looking to 
close out the week- 
end with a win. 


Kingston had a key 
opportunity to cut 
the lead to one early 
in the third, as the 
Steelheads went to 
the penalty box for 
interference. How- 
ever, Mississauga’s 
PK remained perfect 
as time on the man 
advantage expired. 


Martin Chromiak 
ended the streak ona 
4-on-3 advantage, 


firing a shot high on 
Edmonds, as all of a 
sudden the Fronte- 
nacs were within a 
goal. 

With under two 
minutes to go, a 
bouncing puck found 
the stick of Jordan 
Frasca, tying the 
game at four as this 
game seemed des- 
tined to head to over- 
time. 

James Hardie had 
other plans however, 
as less than thirty 
seconds later he 
picked up the re- 
bound on a_ shot 
from Thomas Harley 
and flipped it over a 
sprawling Ryan 
Dugas to regain the 
Steelheads lead. Mis- 
sissauga held on to 
take this one by a 
final score of 5-4. 

Following the 
game, James Hardie 
spoke about the 


team's effort. “I 
thought we attled 
back well. They out- 
played us a little bit 
in the third, but we 
weren't going to let 
them walk over us, 
so we came back and 
got the win. We’re 
really tight together 
right now, we know 
what’s up for grabs 
and we want first 


place.” 
2020 NHL Draft 
eligible prospects 


James Hardie and 
Aidan Prueter scored 
two goals, while 
Keean Washkurak, 
Thomas Harley and 
Nicholas Canade 
added two assists 
leading the Steel- 
heads to victory. Kai 
Edmonds _ stopped 
32/36 shots on goal, 
finishing the week- 
end strong. 
Tomorrow _ night, 
the Steelheads will 
go face to face with 
the Ottawa 67's at 
the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre. The 
puck drops at 7 p.m. 
Monday, the team 
faces off against the 
Erie Otters during a 
special Family Day 
Game, beginning at 2 
p.m. For tickets, visit 
ticketmaster.ca or by 
call (905) 502-9100. 


Ennis, Raptors Cool Off Magic During Back-And-Forth Race 


The Lakeland 
Magic fell to the 
Raptors 905 117-115 
in front of a home 
crowd at the RP 
Funding Center last 
Friday. 

With the Magic 
looking to extend 
their four-game win 
streak, it was a back- 
and-forth contest 
early in Lakeland. 

Tyler Ennis scored 
14 points in the first 
quarter to give the 
Raptors a 35-29 lead 
going into the sec- 
ond. 

The Magic and 
Raptors both shot 
over 50 per cent 
from the field in the 
first half, but three- 
point shooting and 
trips to the free 
throw line helped 
the Raptors extend 
the lead to 17 points 
at the end of the first 
half. 

The Magic came 
out of the locker 
room firing and 


started the third 
quarter on a 10-2 
run. 

Andrew  Rowsey 
contributed eight 
points in the period 
as the Magic cut the 
lead down to seven 
going into the 
fourth. 

The lead continued 
to hover around 
seven points until 
the final three min- 
utes when Melvin 
Frazier Jr. ignited 
the RP Funding Cen- 
ter with a posteriz- 
ing, put-back dunk. 

Frazier and BJ 
Johnson both had a 
series of difficult fin- 
ishes at the rim, pro- 
pelling the Magic on 
a 10-2 run that al- 
lowed the team to 
briefly take the lead. 

A floater from 
Ennis and a jumper 
aon Michael Bethea 

see the Raptors 
oF up by three 
points with 16 sec- 
onds left. On the fol- 


lowing Raptors pos- 
session, Frazier 
came up huge again 
and stole the ball 
from Ennis to give 
the Magic a chance 
to tie the game. 

A three from Josh 
Magette rattled out 


and sealed the win 
for the Raptors. 
Frazier finished 
with 27 points, 10 
rebounds, and 3 
steals. Johnson 
scored 21 points, 
nine rebounds, and 
five assists. Magette 


contributed another 
all-around game 
with 18 points, 11 as- 
sists, four rebounds, 
and four steals. 
Ennis led the way 
for the Raptors with 
30 points, six re- 
bounds, five assists, 


and three steals. 
Devin Robinson 
posted 23 points and 
12 rebounds. Henry 
Ellenson added 18 
points and 11 re- 
bounds. 


re elt mS 


Jackson Leef 
scored a pair of 
goals, but the 
Brampton Beast 
dropped Tuesday’s 
night game to the 
Maine Mariners in 
overtime. 

The Brampton 
Beast took on the 
Maine Mariners for 
the third game in a 
row on Tuesday 
night. The Beast 
have won the previ- 
ous two and were 
looking for the sweep 
in the North Division 
showdown. 

The Beast got on 
the board first with a 
power play goal off 
the stick of Jackson 
Leef. The forward 
was able to tip home 
the point shot from 
TJ Melancon and 
give the Beast a 1-0 
lead at 16:24. 

The Mariners got 
one back on a power 
play of their own. 
Terrence Wallin got 
a stick on the puck 
and sent it past Alex 
Dubeau for the 1-1 tie 
at 17:25. 

The first period 
would come to a 
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close with the clubs 
locked in a 1-1 tie. 
Maine would lead in 
shots 11-6 after the 
first period of play. 
The second period 
saw Brampton get 
back on the score- 
board with the sec- 
ond goal of the game 
from Leef. The for- 
ward went upstairs 
for a gorgeous goal 
over Connor LaCou- 
vee to put the Beast 
ahead 2-1 at 3:47. 
That would do it 
for scoring in the 
middle frame, as 
both netminders 


rn 
~. 


shut the door the rest 
of the way. Bramp- 
ton took a 2-1 lead 
into the second in- 
termission but would 
trail 23-15 in shots. 
The third period 
saw the Mariners tie 
the contest with a 
sharp angle goal 
from Michael McNi- 
cholas at 8:53. The 
rest of the third 
didn’t yield a winner, 
so overtime was 
called into effect. 
With less than a 
minute in the over- 
time frame, Alex KIle 
broke in and scored 


NORTHE 
Gane Charter 
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Leef Scores Twice, 
But Beast Fall in OT 


the winner to propel 
the Mariners to vic- 
tory. 

Dubeau received 
the loss and finished 
with 31 total saves. 
LaCouvee got the 
win and ended his 
night with 27 saves. 

The Beast ended 
the night one-for- 
five on the power 
play.. Maine was 
one-for-four. The 
Beast will take on the 
Reading Royals to- 
morrow night. Puck 
drops at 7:15 p.m. 


Beast sign forward Nigro 
to standard contract 


The Brampton 
Beast have signed for- 
ward Anthony Nigro 
to a standard player 
contract, the team re- 
vealed last week. 

Nigro, 30, brings a 
wealth of experience 
to the Beast that has 
been earned over the 
course of a long career 
in North America and 
Europe. 

The Vaughn, On- 
tario, native has 177 
games of American 
Hockey League expo- 
sure between the Peo- 
ria Rivermen and the 
Texas Stars. 

He’s also familiar 
with the ECHL and 
suited up for the 
Evansville Icemen 


and Idaho Steelheads. 
He has 20 goals and 


55 total points in 73 
ECHL contests over 
his career. 

The skilled forward 
also have a bevy of 
European hockey ex- 
perience and_ has 
played for Gherdeina, 
Asiago, EHC Win- 
terthur and Sonder- 


jyskE 


Nigro’s trophy case 
includes being named 
an Italy Champion in 
2014-15, an Italian 
Supercup Champion 
in in 2015-16, an Alp- 
sHL Champion is 
2017-18 and most re- 
cently, a Continental 
Cup Champion. 

The St. Louis Blues 
of the National 
Hockey League also 
drafted him back in 
2008. 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 


MIB 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


Special LIVE Televised Admirals Game Versus Milton Menace 
Lots of free fun, including meeting our mascots, autographs, 
hockey shooting competitions, and more. 


PPSTENEVISED tive me nave 3 
Attention all Minor wae Pla 
Students! Your Brampton IAAdn ni irz 

invite you to our game on. 


Saturday be 


Fabel 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Digital Newspaper 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Health and Wellness - Practicing What We Want 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


What do you want in 
your life? 

Basically, what we 
want in our lives 
changed over the 
course of it. What is 
important at one time 
isn’t necessarily impor- 
tant later. 

As a child, we wanted 
a toy or something that 
made us feel good. As 
a youth, we wanted to 
be probably in with the 
in-crowd or to be the 
best in the class. As an 
adult, our security and 
wants became differ- 
ent. 

All of a sudden, we 
were the ones that were 
self-sufficient now. So, 


we were the ones we 
had to depend on. 

As time goes by, our 
needs and wants also 
changed with how our 
lives were developing. 


Our relationships 
helped evolve our 
wants. 


We could have had 
more heart breaks and 
losses. People or our 
situations die and we 
have to reevaluate 
what we are doing. 
Now we are also differ- 
ent. 

So, what do we want 
now? Look around and 
find what you are pas- 
sionate about. There 
are so many jobs and 


relationships you can 
continue in, but are 
you passionate about 
it? Years go by and we 
live with them - but do 
they sustain us? 

Look around and find 
what works for you. 

As we regenerate 
each year, again things 
change... but they also 
come full circle. What 
we loved as a child is 
also something we still 
love. What did you 
want as a child? Did 
you love to write, sing, 
play games? 

Look to that again. 
How do you bring 
them back into your 
life? 


Practice them is the 
best way. If you love to 
sing — take lessons. 
Doesn’t mean you will 
become a _ famous 
recording artist, but re- 
connecting with your 
voice and how you 
loved to sing will find 
the love you had with 
it 


Do you love to write? 
As we grow older, we 
seem to want a recon- 
nection to our thoughts 
and memories. Join a 
group and find outlets 
for your written word. 

Not everyone will 
write a novel, but even 
short stories and 
poems will fill a spot. 


Journal your day and 
life. This is about you 
and practicing. So 
often we don’t realize 
how much we write in 
emails and other inter- 
net outlets, but that 
shows how we are 
being drawn to it. 

Doing workshops so 
often shows me how 
unhappy people are. 
They are constantly 
looking for something. 
They deny what is al- 
ready there. 

What they love does- 
n't necessarily have to 
do with others but just 
themselves. If they 
start going after their 
love, they will probably 
find others who love 
the same outlet. 

All of a sudden, they 
realize they aren't 
alone. Others open the 
door to help them find 
what has always been 
there. 

Now they have to 
practice and do for 
themselves, and some- 
times that is the diffi- 
cult part. Life takes 
over and they end up 
being too busy or tired. 

Now is when the 
essence of learning to 
practice what you love 
is essential. 

The more time you 
give to what you love, 
the less stressed you 


will probably be. The 
space you give to it, the 
more you will live for it. 

The funny thing is 
that the more you prac- 
tice it, the more you 
will find that you will 
incorporate it in what 
you do. 

If you love to sing, 
you will listen more to 
music and probably go 
to concerts which you 
love. If you love to 
write, you will be read- 
ing more and flexing 
your writing skills. 

It takes practice. We 
practice being miser- 
able and unhappy so 
much, so why not prac- 
tice what we love? 

What will eventually 
happen is that if you 
have children, they will 
learn this from you. So 
why is it so hard to 
practice what we love? 
Why is it so easy to 
brush this aside and 
practice what makes us 
miserable? 

Maybe it is time to 
make a change. You 
might not quit your job 
but you can learn to 
make space for practic- 
ing what you love. Try 
it! 

It is time to practice 
being at peace with 
yourself and not strug- 
gling. Life should be 
about happiness. 


Community council celebrates black community at breakfast 


Over 200 attendees 
packed the Mississauga 
Convention Centre last 
Friday to hear civic 
leaders and community 
advocates regarding 
youth, safety and edu- 
cation during United 
Way of Greater 
Toronto’s Black Com- 
munity Advisory Coun- 
cil’s (BCAC) annual 
recognition breakfast. 

Guest panelists and 
speakers, including 
Peel Regional Police 
Deputy Chief Marc An- 
drews, BCAC’s Linden 
King, Region of Peel 
chair Nando Iannicca 
and others spoke to 
guests about how safety 
and inclusion plays a 
significant role in the 
education of Black 
youths in the region. 

Abena Addo, the 
founder of Aspire for 
Higher Elite Basketball, 
was also recognized 
with the Youth Leader- 
ship Award for her ef- 
forts leading youths to 


take part in engaging 


sports programs 
throughout the com- 
munity 


The event is one of 
several events being 
hosted this month to tie 
in to Black History 
Month, which seeks to 
educate and _ inspire 
residents about the ac- 
complishments of 
Black Canadians 
throughout history and 
beyond. 

Next Thursday, Feb. 
20, BCAC in collabora- 
tion with Moyo Health 
Services and_ other 
community partners 
will present “Be Black 
and Shine”, which runs 
from 6 -9 p.m. inside 
Mississauga City Hall 
(300 City Centre 
Drive). The event is 
free, but food and seat- 
ing will be limited. 

For more information 
or tickets, visit be- 
blackandshine2020.ev 
entbrite.ca. 
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“Parasite” Makes History at Oscars 


by Joseph Monachino 


History was made 
this past Sunday 
when the final award 
was handed out at the 
Academy Awards. 

“Parasite” won the 
award for Best Pic- 
ture of 2019. (It also 
won for Best Interna- 
tional Feature Film.) 
It is the first film that 
was spoken in a lan- 
guage, other than 
English, to win the 
award for Best Pic- 
ture. 

Leading up_ to 
Awards Night, the 
movie “1917” was 


The cast and crew 
Screen Actors Gui 


highly favoured to 
win the top prize. 
“Parasite” won the 
most Oscars with 
four: Best Picture, 
Best Director, Best 
International Feature 
Film, and Best Origi- 
nal Screenplay. 

The Best Picture 
win for “Parasite” 
proves something. It 
proves the Academy 
of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences 
isn’t as rigid as they 
are made out to be. 

A person, like me, 
would like to think 


that the voting for the 
awards is based on 
what is truly the best 
in each category. 

The majority of the 
voting members of 
the Academy must 
have chosen “Para- 
site” for the quality of 
it’s production. 

Although there are 
very good reasons 
why “1917” should 
have won for Best 
Picture, it seems that 
the majority of the 
voting members felt 
that the general con- 
sensus of the general 


“Parusite” accepting several awards at the 2020 
Awards:in Los Angeles, California. (Getty ImageS) 


moviegoing audience 
wasn't going to deter- 
mine the automatic 


choice, which was 
“19 17 z 

Overall, the awards 
show moved 


“ 


smoothly. The “no 
host” standard seems 
to work quite well for 
the second year in a 
row. 

In fact, I wonder if 
it is for this reason 
that the show didn’t 
extend past mid- 
night. I feel that they 
should continue with 
this standard, be- 


NY 


cause it works effec- 
tively. 

There was no major 
controversy with any 
speeches being too 
political or speakers 
or performances 
being too long. 

Even Joaquin 
Phoenix did not 
cause an uproar with 
his speech. I felt he 
was justified in say- 
ing, “I think we’ve be- 
come very 
disconnected from 
the natural world,” 
when he talked about 
how humans _ have 
harmed the environ- 
ment on planet earth. 

This line, in his 
speech, accurately re- 
flects what is true. 

If I have one com- 
plaint about the pre- 
dictability of the 
awards, is that they 
were too predictable 
this year, especially 
for the acting awards. 

There were no 
major upsets for Best 
Actor, Best Actress, 
Best Supporting 
Actor and Best Sup- 
porting Actress. 
Even though there 
was a lot of pre- 
dictability, I was mo- 


tivated to watch the 
Oscar telecast to see 
if there would be any 
upsets; an irony of 
sorts! 

It’s always worth 
watching The Oscars 
for all it’s excitement 


and sometimes 
drama. 
The sideshow is the 


“fashion” lineups at 
the red carpet, that I 
feel sometimes too 
much emphasis is 
placed on. 

So, it is true what I 
said in my last article. 
There was a “Parasite 
Infestation” at this 
year’s awards show. 
That’s what made 
this year’s show com- 
pelling. 

The Monthly Movie 
Night will take place 
on Wednesday, Feb 
26, at Cinestarz The- 
atre at Central Park- 
way and 
Burnhamthorpe. 

The cost to see any 
movie is $ 6. E-mail 
me at 
joseph.monachino@ 
yahoo.com if you are 
interested in attend- 
ing. 


Local schools recognized for traffic safety work 


A pair of Mississauga 
schools were honoured 
for their support and 
help promoting traffic 
safety, during a special 
ceremony hosted at city 
council. 

Ward 4 Councillor 
John Kovac and Mayor 


Bonnie Crombie were 
on-hand to present the 
2019 Wilde Wood 
School Safety Award to 
Plum Tree Park Public 
School and Castle- 
bridge Public School, 
for their leadership and 
support promoting ac- 


tive transportation ini- 
tiatives and school zone 
safety in their own 
communities. 

The award, which is 
presented by the city’s 
Traffic Safety Council 
each year, was named 
after James Wilde and 


Arthur Wood, who co- 
founded the “Kiss and 
Ride” school drop-off 
concept in Mississauga. 

Since 2016, the award 
has been presented to 
schools who promote 
active transportation 
support, both through 


MayorBonnie Crombie; Councillor John Kovac, Ward 4 and Traffic Safety 
Council raember, Councillor Pat Saito,, Ward 9; Peter Westbrook, Chair of the 
¥Traffic Safety Council; and staffand students from Plum Tree Park Public 

1. SChool/pose duringanaward ceremony on Febw5)/2020. (Photo Gourtesy of 
City of Mississauga) 


ee 


the Peel District and 
Dufferin-Peel Catholic 
District School Boards. 
“Our schools play an 
integral role in ensur- 
ing that our students 
can travel safely to, 
from and around their 
schools,” said Kovac, 
also a member of Traf- 
fic Safety Council. “This 
year’s recipients of the 
Wilde Wood Award 
have gone above and 
beyond to creatively 
make active trans- 
portation a fun and en- 
gaging activity among 
all students and staff.” 
Both schools went 
above and beyond for 
their classmates and 
the community. 
Castlebridge Public 
School worked with the 
Traffic Safety Council 
to launch a School 
Lieee! ae Pro- 
ram, planned pop-u 
calls wail the A 
pal and students in the 
morning, partnered 
with the city’s parking 
enforcement staff and 
Peel Regional Police to 
keep school areas safe 
and installed bike racks 


to encourage biking to 
school. 

Plum Tree Park Pub- 
lic School had dedi- 
cated staff lead a Super 
Walker Program, in- 
cluding providing in- 
centives for students 
and celebrating their 
yearly  accomplish- 
ments, kicked off the 
school year with an as- 
sembly and a school- 
wide walk — including 
banners and music, 
and hosted a walking 
club every Wednesday 
for students who can't 
walk to school. 

“On behalf of the City, 
Id like to congratulate 
this year’s recipients 
and thank you for pri- 
oritizing safety in our 
communities,” said 
Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie. “Your effort, along 
with your enthusiasm 
and dedication to en- 
gaging the entire com- 
munity in student 
safety is commendable 
and sets a great exam- 

le for others to fol- 
ow.” 
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Brampton Library Unveils The Windmill Theatre shines a light 
on legendary songwriters 


“Creativebug” 


For anyone who’s ever said, 
“Td like to try that!” Brampton 
Library is now offering the an- 
swer — its newest digital prod- 
uct, Creativebug. 

Thousands of high quality, 
on-trend and online arts and 
crafts classes taught by today’s 
top designers, artists and cre- 
ative professionals will now be 
available for patrons to enjoy, 
the library system announced 
earlier this week. 

Designed for all skill levels, 
these classes have no expiry, 
so participants can start and 
stop anytime. 

“Brampton Library is pleased 
to add Creativebug as the 
newest way to inspire connec- 
tions in our spaces and in the 
community. We want to en- 
courage your lifelong learning 


and invite you to stop into any 
of our branches to chat with 
staff about this exciting new 
digital offering,” interim CEO 
Susan Bartoletta said Monday. 

Local visitors to the library 
can find their next creative 
project in knitting, crocheting, 
sewing, quilting, drawing, 
painting, ceramics, jewelry, 
food & home, paper crafting, 
kids activities and more. 

Participants will benefit from 
an unlimited number of free 
self-paced classes, accessible 
from their desktop or mobile 
device. 

Interested residents can 
check out the new program by 
clicking eLearning under Dig- 
ital Library from the Bramp- 
ton Library homepage 
(bramptonlibrary.ca). 


Windmill Music is 
set to take music 
lovers on a journey 
exploring today's 
prominent pianists 
and the songs they 
wrote, as the per- 
formance ensemble 
debuts its new 
show, Piano Poets, 
on Friday, Feb. 28 
and Saturday, Feb. 
29. 
Featuring 12 stel- 
lar vocalists, the 
show will feature fa- 
mous compositions 
written y  leg- 
endary songwriters 
including Billy Joel, 
Elton John, Cole 
Porter, Carol King, 
Lady Gaga, Fats 
Waller, Charles Fox, 


Jerry Lee Lewis and 
more! 

Piano Poets will 
be presented at 8 
p-m. at the Great 
Hall, located at 84 
South Service Road. 

The ensemble has 
won accolades with 
its high-calibre mu- 
sicianship and au- 
thentic cabaret 
experience com- 
plete with comple- 
mentary _ snacks, 
candlelight and 
cash bar. The cho- 
rus will be sup- 
ported y 
Windmill's resident 
five-piece band. 

Featured perform- 
ers include Heidi 
Cyfko, Sarah Da- 


Cunha, Emily Falls, 


Raylin Marcotte, 
Katie Westrope, 
Abigail Freeman, 


Lindsay __Rolland- 
Mills, Jason Hales, 
Blair Barnsdale, 
Malakai Viera, John 
Stephen and Justin 
Bacchus. The show 
will be guided by 


Musical Director 
Paul Moody and 
Artistic Director 


Brian Pritchard. 
Tickets are $35 
each, and can be 
purchased on the 
Windmill website at 
windmillmusic.org, 
or by calling (905) 
483-5702. 


BLACK 
HISTORY 


Celebrating with us, our great Heritage 
b 


Hon. Jean Augustine, 
LARRY TAYLOR AUDITORIUM a 


Keynote Speaker 
Mississauga Valley Community Centre - 1275 Mississauga Valley Boulevard, Mississauga ON. L5A 3R8 
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Celebrating Family Day in Dufferin-Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


This year, Family 
Day falls on Monday, 
Feb. 17. The long week- 
end is a great opportu- 
nity for all of us to 
shake off the winter 
blues and enjoy all that 
our community has to 
offer. 

All across Dufferin- 
Caledon, there are a 
range of events on 
Family Day for you to 
attend with family, 
friends, and _ loved 
ones. 

In Orangeville, the 
Alder Recreation Cen- 
tre is offering a number 
of fun Family Day ac- 
tivities from 11 a.m. - 3 
p.m. Free 50-minute 
skating sessions are 
available starting on 
the halfhour at both 
skating rinks, and two 
free swims are avail- 
able starting at 12:15 
p.m. and at 2:15 p.m. 

In addition, face 
painting and crafts will 
be offered in the Cen- 
tre’s lobby throughout 
the day, and your 
favourite characters 
from Disney’s Frozen 
will be at the library 
from 11:30 a.m. -2:30 


p.m. 
The Island Lake Con- 


servation Area is also 
hosting some exciting 
outdoor events during 
Family Day. For those 
interested in learning 
ice fishing, demonstra- 
tions will be available 
every half hour from 10 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Additionally, the 
skating rink and trail 
will be available for 
use, as well as snow- 
shoeing and fat-tire bi- 
cycles. Regular park 
admission fees apply, 
and members go free. 

Mono Nordic Ski 
club is hosting a Family 
Ski Day at Monora 
Park (500 Monora 
Park Drive), from 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. 

In Shelburne, the an- 
nual Shel-Brrr Fest is 
on during Family Day 
Monday from 11 a.m. - 
4 p.m. at Fiddle Park. 

This year’s festival 
will feature horse 
drawn sleigh rides, 
tube sledding, a bon- 
fire, dog sled rides, and 
a snow castle building 
contest. 

For the brave at 
heart, the Shelburne 
Police Service is host- 
ing a Polar Plunge to 
fundraise for Special 


Olympics Ontario. 

Those interested in 
“Freezin’ for a Reason” 
can join in at Fiddle 
Park on Monday, with 
registration at 11:30 
a.m. and the plunge at 
1:30 p.m. 

The Museum of Duf- 
ferin (MOD) Family 
Day activities include 
crafts, games and pop- 
corn inside and a street 
hockey game outside 
with local hockey leg- 
end Aaron Downey and 
Dufferin County First 
Responders. Don’t for- 
get your stick and hel- 
met. MOD is located at 
936029 Airport Road. 

Family Day events 
including swimming, 
skating, crafts and 
more are being organ- 
ized at recreation cen- 
ters in Caledon. 
Mayfield, Caledon East 
Community Complex 
and the Albion Bolton 
Community Centre all 
have activities planned. 

Contact recre- 
ation@caledon.ca_ or 
(905) 584-2272, ext. 
7327 for details at each 
location. 

Also in Caledon, 
Teen Ranch is hosting 
events on the after- 


noon of Family Day. 
From 1 - 4 p.m., you 
can enjoy a free skate 
in the Ice Corral, face 
painting and __ hot 
chocolate, as well as 
tubing, sculpting, and 
marshmallow roasting. 

Additionally, the 
tenth annual Family 
Day Wassail Festival is 
on at the Spirit Tree 
Estate Cidery. Join in 
‘ Teeaey YF 


or learn more about 
the ancient tradition of 
“Wassailing” from 11 
a.m. -3 p.m. 

Finally, throughout 
the entire Family Day 
weekend, Ontario is of- 
fering free fishing for 
the entire weekend 
(Feb. 15 - 17), so that 
Canadian residents of 
all ages can enjoy the 
great outdoors without 


Le 


om 


having to purchase a li- 
cense or carry an Out- 
doors Card. 

To learn more, visit 
ontariofamilyfishing.co 
m. 
I hope that all resi- 
dents are able to spend 
time with family, 
friends, and loved ones 
over the long weekend. 


Lions Club set to 
give back at annual 
Cheque Night 


Next week, the 
Mississauga Cen- 
tral Lions Club will 
distribute more 
than $100,000 to 
local non-profit or- 
ganizations, food 
banks, children’s 
camps and more 
during its annual 
Cheque Night cele- 
bration. 

The yearly event 
brings together 
dozens of charities, 
including hospital 
foundations, sports 
organizations and 
more as they re- 
ceive funds from 
the Lions Club. 

“Our  contribu- 
tions make an im- 
pact in many ways 
within Missis- 
sauga, in our 
Province, as well as 
to supporting re- 
sponse help people 
experiencing the 
many disaster im- 
pacting our 
planet,” Club Pres- 
ident Erin Wen 


told Peel Weekly 
News earlier this 
week. 

This year’s event 
will take place at 
The Active Adult 
Centre, located in 
in Central Parkway 


Mall (377. ~—- Burn- 
hamthorpe Road 
East, Suite 116, 


Second Floor). 

The event will in- 
clude a meet-and- 
ae at 6:30 p.m., 

ollowed by the 
presentation at 7 
p,m. 

By policy, the 
Club returns to the 
public all funds 
raised during the 
year, including 
proceeds garnered 
through the man- 
agement of their 
Lions Farmers 
Market(s), includ- 
ing the location in 
Mississauga Cele- 
bration Square, 
Bingos and other 
fundraising activi- 
ties. 


New “working and learning” store opens in 
Sherway neighbourhood 


Staples Canada 
unveiled its newest 
concept store this 
weekend at a major 
mall near the Mis- 
sissauga-Etobicoke 
border. 

The new concept 
store, located near 
Sherway Gardens, 
was officially un- 
veiled to the public 
this past Saturday, 
and features a com- 
pletely redesigned 
tech area and Spot- 
light - a community 
event space for cus- 
tomers to learn and 
discover. 

Staples, which an- 
nounced its intent 
to rebrand as “The 
Working and Learn- 
ing Company” early 
last year, showcased 
the new branch to 
hundreds of visi- 
tors, following sev- 
eral other concept 


openings in_ key 
markets such as 
Toronto and 
Oakville. 


The new location 
will host a variety of 
activities aimed at 
engaging tech-savvy 
residents, including 


a Spotlight Speaker 
Series and showcase 
hundreds of new 
products. 

The store also fea- 
tures a completely 
redesigned tech 
area including a 
new Audio. Bar, 
Workspaces and 
Spotlight space — an 
all-new community 
event space for local 
entrepreneurs to 
work, learn and 


grow. Staples 
Canada chief com- 
mercial officer John 
DeFranco and local 
dignitaries were on- 
hand to celebrate 
the official opening 
with a ribbon-cut- 
ting ceremony, fol- 
lowed by a Speakers 
Series showcase 


from Sandra Zicher- 
mann, founder of 
The Mom Rant. 

The day’s activities 


also. included a 
presentation from 
executive coach and 
author Carolyn 
Dickinson, who en- 
couraged prospec- 
tive entrepreneurs 
to chart their own 
journey, and how to 
make their dreams 
succeed in less time. 


(Submitted Photo) 
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Family Day Closures in Peel Region 


This Monday, Feb. 17, 
families from across 
the country will spend 
time with their loved 
ones at events and ac- 
tivities - and Peel Re- 
gion is no exception. 

Local municipalities 
will be hosting a variety 
of celebrations, work- 
shops, get-togethers 
and more to celebrate 
the holiday, including 
some major festivities! 

Monday’s suite of ac- 
tivities include the fol- 
lowing: 


Mississauga: 


The city will be host- 
ing a number of excit- 
ing family-friendly 
programs and activities 
throughout the day, in- 
cluding skating, swim- 
ming and sports. 

Head to Celebration 
Square from 12 - 4 p.m. 
for Family Skate Day, a 
full afternoon of winter 
wonder. Lace-up your 
skates and enjoy the 
outdoor rink. 

Free skating will also 
be available at select 
Mississauga commu- 
nity centres and arenas. 

Swimmers looking to 

“escape the winter” can 
enjoy a swim at select 
Mississauga commu- 
nity centres. 

On-street parking is 
allowed, for longer than 
5 hours, throughout the 
city aig 8 a.m. and 
11:59 

Give ofitees will be 
closed on Monday. 
Regular office hours 
will resume on Tues- 
day, Feb. 18. 

MiWay will operate 
on a holiday service 
schedule on Monday. 
Residents looking to 
he a trip or require 

us updates can con- 
tact (905) 615-INFO 
(4636) for assistance. 

Libraries and animal 
shelters will also be 
closed on Monday. 
Regular hours will re- 
ie on Tuesday (Feb. 
18). 


Canada Summer 
Job program is ac- 
cepting applica- 
tions; the 
applications can be 
submitted until 
Feb. 24, 2020. 

To get more 
youth working, 
small businesses 
with up to 50 em- 
ployees, non-profit 
organizations and 


Peel Art Gallery, Mu- 
seum & Archives: 


The local art gallery, 
located at 9 Wellington 
Street East in Bramp- 
ton, will host an assort- 
ment of activities and 
workshops throughout 
the Family Day week- 
end, including a repair 
café, waste panel dis- 
cussion and other fam- 
ily fun activities. 

On _ Saturday (Feb. 
15), take part in the Re- 
pair Café, held in part- 
nership with Sheridan 
Mission Zero, from 11 
a.m. — 3 p.m. 

Repair Cafés are free 
gatherings that are all 
epout repairing things 

oe Volunteers 

| not only help resi- 
dents fix their items, 
but they will also show 
them how to do the re- 
pairs. 

Repair Cafés aim to 
change society’s throw 
away mindset and re- 
duce the amount of 
waste we send to the 
landfill or incineration. 

From 1 - 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, participants 
can check out the Let’s 
Talk About Trash: 
Waste Reduction 
Panel, 1-3 p.m., featur- 
ing local advocates who 
will discuss the various 
initiatives and contri- 
butions that can be 
made for a waste wise 
future in Peel. 

Family Sunday FUN- 
day kicks off on Sunday 
(Feb. 16), from 1 —- 4 
p.m. 

Participants can en- 
gage with art through 
special activities based 
on the exhibitions and 
themes — throughout 
PAMA. This month, 
visitors can bring in 
your own t-shirt to cre- 
ate a reusable bag. 

On Monday, the art 
gallery will have a free 
admission day, running 
from 10 a.m. — 4:30 
p.m. 

Visitors can enjoy 
musical performances 


public-sector em- 
ployers in Bramp- 
ton South can now 
apply for funding 
for Canada Sum- 
mer Jobs 2020. 
The Canada Sum- 
mer Jobs (CSJ) 
program creates 
summer job oppor- 
tunities that pro- 
vide valuable work 
experience for 


from Junkestra with 
Mark Sepic at 11 a.m., 
12:30 and 2 p.m., along 
with many other activi- 
ties including a Digital 
Graffiti Wall, colouring 
room, Bottle Cap Cas- 
tanets and Fingerprint 
Family Tree, among 
others. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit the PAMA 
website at pama.peel- 
region.ca. 


Brampton: 


A number of City 
services will be unavail- 
able or will operate 
under reduced service 
levels. 

Brampton City Hall 
will be closed on Mon- 
day. Residents will not 
be able to apply in per- 
son for marriage li- 
cences, book civil 
wedding ceremonies, 
pay parking fines, or 
apply for permits or 
renew or apply for busi- 
ness licences during 
this time. 

Several services will 
continue to operate 


normally, including 
Fire and Emergency 
Services, City of 


Brampton By-law En- 
forcement and Animal 


youth aged 15 to 
30. These jobs help 
them gain the skills 
and experience 
they need to suc- 
cessfully join the 
workforce. 
Providing high- 
quality jobs helps 
small usinesses 
and not-for-profit 
organizations hire 
youth in quality 


Control. 

Residents can call 311 
or (905) 874.2000 
(outside of Brampton), 
use the Brampton 311 
app or email 
311@brampton.ca for 
more information. 

Brampton Transit 
will provide 
Sunday/Holiday Serv- 
ice on Family Day. Cus- 
tomer service counters 
at local terminals will 
be closed. 

A variety of fun, fam- 
ily-friendly _ activities 
will be hosted at neigh- 
bourhood community 
centres throughout the 
city. A complete sched- 
ule of activities can be 
viewed online at 
brampton.ca/recre- 
ation. 


Brampton — Animal 
Shelter and all Bramp- 
ton Library branches 
will also be closed on 
Family Day. 


Region of Peel: 


Region of Peel offices 
and non-emergency 
services will be closed 
on Feb. 17 and will re- 
ee on Tuesday, Feb. 
18. 


also 
local 


jobs while 
supporting 
communities. 
In Brampton 
South, the priori- 
ties focus on loca- 
tion and/or sector, 
but all eligible ap- 
plicants are en- 
couraged to apply. 
oll encourage 
Brampton area 
not-for-profit or- 


—o- 


There will be no 
waste collection on 
Monday, Feb. 17 due to 
the holiday. Waste col- 
lection will be one day 
later that week. 

Residents looking for 
collection schedules 
can visit 
pe eon waste to 

nd their collection 
day. Residents are also 
encouraged to sign-up 
online to receive free 
weekly collection re- 
minders by email, text 
message, or phone call 

All Community Recy- 
cling Centres (CRCs) 
will also be closed on 
Monday, Feb. 17 and 
will reopen for regular 
operating hours on 
Tuesday, Feb. 18. 

TransHelp-specific 
trips for Monday, Feb. 
17 and Tuesday, Feb. 18 
must be booked by 6 
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 


16. 

Flexible trips will not 
be accommodated after 
6 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 
16 or any time of day on 
Monday, Feb. 17. 

On Monday, Feb. 17, 
TransHelp will operate 
from 6 a.m. to 1a.m. 

All subscription trips 
will be cancelled, with 
the exception of dialysis 


ganizations, pub- 
lic-sector employ- 
ers and_ small 
businesses to apply 
for funding 
through the 
Summer 
program. 
Helping young 
Canadians develop 
their skills and 
gain valuable 
workplace experi- 


trips. 

The TransHelp office 
will be closed, with reg- 
ular hours resuming on 
Tuesday, Feb. 18. 

Anumber of Re- 
gional offices and serv- 
ices will be closed on 
Monday, Feb. 17 and 
will reopen on Tuesday, 
Feb. 18, including Ac- 
cess Peel, Assessment: 
Peel Access to Housing 
and Children’s Serv- 
ices, Children’s Services 
Operations, Commu- 
nity Recycling Centres 
(CRCs), Employment 
Resource Centres, 
Human Services Re- 
ception, Rent Supple- 
ment, Ontario Works in 
Peel, Peel Living, Peel 
Public Health Clinics, 
including Baby Feeding 
Support Clinics (in- 
cluding, Family Health 
Call Centre), Oral 
Health Services, 
Healthy Sexuality Clin- 
ics and Peel Works 
Needle Exchange Pro- 
gram (PWNEP)—Mo- 
bile Van. 

For emergencies re- 
lated to food, urgent 
shelter needs, residents 
can call the Region of 
Peel at (905) 791-7800. 


Brampton MP talks Canada Summer Jobs 


ence will ensure a 
strong economy 
and a healthy mid- 
dle class.” said 
Brampton South 
MP Sonia Sidhu. 

For more infor- 
mation and_ to 
apply, please visit 
Canada.ca/Canada 
-summer-jobs or a 
Service Canada 
Centre. 


° 
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Has Valentine’s Day lost its lustre? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


During the leadup 
to Valentine's Day, 
people spend a vast 
amount of energy in 
searching around 
and _ considering 
every option about 
what to purchase 
and how they can 
astonish his/her 
Valentine, to the 
point of near-mad- 
ness. In some cases, 
it's only exceptional 
without attempting 
to do anything at all 
extraordinary. 

However, people 
become so narrow- 
minded and selfish- 
ness these days that 
they don't consider 
what's beneficial for 
themselves and to 
utilize for others. 

In the past, cou- 
ples used to have 
much higher 
morals, goals and 
collaborative mind- 
sets. aye sleep 
beside each other in 
the same bed, and 
nothing could keep 
them apart. 

They got up in the 
morning, sunshine 
entering the room 
through the cracks 
of the blindfolds 


and blazing upon 
them. They were 
enlightened and at- 
tentive to each 
other's needs, mak- 
ing each _ other 
aware of how much 
they want, love and 
care for each other. 

Valentine's Day is 
really a great cele- 
bration, with 
pervert couples 

emanding each 
other that Valen- 
tine's blessing so 
they may have the 
intensity of mirror- 
ing their profound 
love for one an- 
other. But with the 
way things are 
these days, with 
people becoming 
more and more nar- 
rowminded and 
selfish, it's led to a 
lack of responsibil- 
ity in many rela- 
tionships, 
regardless of the 
holiday. 

Who is getting 
dedicated? Who is 
obtaining Russell 
Stover chocolates 
and a lot of red 
roses? Who is re- 
hearsing before a 
mirror to communi- 


cate their intent to 
their first love? 
Who is writing their 
first love letter by 
duplicating it from 
the web? Who is ob- 
taining a blessing to 
propose? Who is 
taking affection tips 
from his/her com- 
panions? 

Love is a specific 
exercise in futility. 
It’s all foolish these 
days. Why do you 
need a specific day 
to celebrate love? If 
you love somebody, 
it ought to each and 
every day of your 
life, not only i on 
Valentine's perk 
Love seems to only 
be a physical fasci- 
nation these days, 
and that's not 
something I joke 
about. 

This is the way a 
lot of budding rela- 
tionships go these 
days: "I love you, 
sweetheart! I'll do 
whatever you ask! 
I'll love you until 
my last breath!" 
Meanwhile, the in- 
ternal voice is 
going, "I'll love you 
until we have sex." 


This is a run-of- 
the-mill love cycle 
which occurs in 
many relationships. 
It's a game of attri- 
tion, with one per- 
son succumbing to 
his/her feeling that 
he/she is unique. 

Gestures of love 
are often overmind- 
ful and _ overcon- 
cerned. 
Overwrought and 
over-the-top. In- 
stead of a gentle 
kiss on the lips or 
phrases like, "I'm 
fortunate to have an 
accomplice as sweet 
as you," they go 
over-the-top with 
expensive presents, 
boxes of chocolate 
and absurd de- 
mands. 

"Time passes very 
quickly when you 
are with me." 
"Baby, don't you 
trust me? If yes, 
send your nude." 
"Baby, don't you 
trust me? If yes, 
let's have sex." 

That's the level of 
discourse many re- 
lationships come 
down to. After all 
the physical 


buildup, the second 
act begins, or the 

"reverse love cycle". 
Plenty of excuses, 
not enough time for 
the other person. 

"My rofession 
and academics are 
more important 
than you." "I'm oc- 
cupied." "I can't 
meet you/ talk to 

ou later. "I don't 

ave the energy for 
" "T'm chi 
ing. ""Let’s split u 
I can't deal with 
adoration. It's get- 
ting exhausting." 

Isn't it tedious to 
go through all that 
effort, faking adora- 
tion, just to kick 
someone to_ the 
curb afterwards? 

If that's the route 
you choose to take, 
just ask for a one- 
night stand. No 
worries about com- 
mitment or 
buildup, just a sim- 
ple guilt-free expe- 
rience neither party 
has to hold fen 
ace accountable 

"All night and 
day is for you, 


Nobody falls for 


an average lookin 
person. It's a hars 
reality. Love is 
meant for good- 
looking and _ rich 
people. That's why 
Valentine's Day is 
getting more and 
more commercial 
every you by year. 
Love closes with de- 
sire. 

At the point when 
desire closes, love 
closes as well. The 
vast majority of ro- 
mantic tales follow 
a similar example 
nowadays. Check 
with your compan- 
ions about the sta- 


tistical data points 
identified with ado- 
ration. 


Desire is a defini- 
tive goal of adora- 
tion, and that is the 
truth of the 21st 
century. Love is 
only about fulfilling 
immediate desire in 
the short term and 
dumping each other 
before things get 
serious. It seems 
like true love and 
sentiment are only 
acceptable to hear 
and watch in the 
world of film. 


Fundraising campaign nets $40k for Osler 


As part of their ongo- 
ing commitment to 
making a difference in 
the community, 
Brampton-area Shop- 
pers Drug Mart stores 
raised $48,756 in sup- 
port of women’s health 


initiatives at William 
Osler Health System’s 
Brampton Civic Hospi- 
tal through the Grow- 
ing Women’s Health 
campaign. 

The results of the 
campaign, announced 


Wednesday, saw local 
residents donate to the 
campaign with all 
funds going directly to 
William Osler Health 
System Foundation 
(Osler Foundation) to 
support Brampton 
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Civic’s Labour and De- 
livery Unit = and 
women’s heart health 
on the hospital’s Cardi- 
ology Unit. 
“Community support 
funds 100% of the 
equipment in our hos- 
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pitals—vital equipment 
that can help provide 
women with the sup- 
port they need to better 
their health,” said Ken 
Mayhew, President and 
CEO, Osler Founda- 
tion. 

“We are immensely 
grateful to Shoppers 
Drug Mart for the 
Growing Women’s 
Health campaign and 
to members of the 
Brampton community 
for making a difference 
to local health care.” 

Each fall, the cam- 
paign provides cus- 
tomers with the 
opportunity to pur- 
chase and personalize a 
Growing Women’s 
Health icon, which are 
prominently displayed 
on the Growing 
Women’s Health tree in 
participating stores 
across Canada. Be- 
tween Oct. 5 and Nov. 
1, 2019, customers 
were invited to pur- 
chase a “leaf” for a 
toonie, a “butterfly” for 
$5, an “apple” for $10 
ora “blue bird” for $50. 


The Growing 
Women’s Health cam- 
paign is held across 
Canada and is one of 
the leading pe 
programs of the SHOP- 
PERS LOVE. YOU. 
platform. Though the 
program is national in 
scope, it is locally- 
based, with the annual 
Growing Women’s 
Health campaign offer- 
ing patients, customers 
and employees the op- 


portunity to donate di- 
rectly to the 
organizations that 


make a difference in 
their own communi- 


ties. 
Since 2002, the 
Growing Women’s 


Health campaign has 
raised more than $35 
million for Canadian 
health charities. In 
2019, over 500 
women’s health chari- 
ties across Canada will 
benefit from the cam- 
paign’s proceeds with 
100 per cent of funds 
staying in the commu- 
nity where they are 
raised. 
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